
Numbers 3:41
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And thou shalt take the Levites for me (I am the LORD)

instead of all the firstborn among the children of Israel; and

the cattle of the Levites instead of all the firstlings among the

cattle of the children of Israel. 

Analysis

This  verse  contains  God's  direct  command  to  Moses  regarding  the  Levites'

consecration. The phrase "thou shalt take the Levites for me" (velaqachta et-

haleviyim li) shows divine ownership—the Levites belong to God specifically. The

parenthetical  "I  am the LORD" (ani  YHWH)  is  a  powerful  assertion of  divine

authority and covenant identity, grounding the command in God's very character.

The substitutionary principle is clear: "instead of all the firstborn" (tachat kol-

bekhor). The preposition  tachat means "in place of" or "as a substitute for." This

establishes  the  Levites  as  representatives,  standing  in  for  "all  the  firstborn

among the children of Israel".  The principle extends even to livestock:  "the

cattle of the Levites instead of all the firstlings among the cattle of the

children of Israel".

This substitutionary system foreshadows the ultimate substitution of Christ. Just as

the Levites were taken for God in place of the firstborn, Christ was given for us.

The  comprehensive  nature—including  even  livestock—shows  that  God's

redemptive plan touches all of life, not just the spiritual realm.
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Historical Context

This command came during Israel's wilderness wandering, around 1446-1445 BC,

shortly  after  the  Exodus  and  the  establishment  of  the  tabernacle.  The  context

traces back to the Passover when God struck down Egypt's firstborn but spared

Israel's. This made Israel's firstborn holy to God—they belonged to Him by right of

redemption (Exodus 13:2).

God's  solution  was  to  accept  the  tribe  of  Levi  as  substitutes  for  all  firstborn

Israelites. The census in Numbers 3 counted 22,273 firstborn Israelites but only

22,000  Levites,  requiring  redemption  money  for  the  excess  273.  The  Levites

received no territorial inheritance like other tribes; instead, they were given to

serve  the  tabernacle  and  later  the  temple.  This  substitutionary  system taught

Israel that redemption requires a substitute—someone must stand in the place of

those who owe God their lives. The inclusion of cattle shows the comprehensive

nature of consecration to God. This arrangement continued until the destruction of

the temple in AD 70, though the priestly line (descendants of Aaron within Levi)

maintained distinct identity even beyond that.

Related Passages

Revelation 20:12 — Judgment according to deeds 

Romans 2:1 — Judging others 

Study Questions

What does it mean that the Levites were taken 'for me' (for God) specifically?

How does the substitutionary principle here foreshadow Christ's

substitutionary atonement?

Why does God include even the cattle in this substitutionary system?

What is the significance of the phrase 'I am the LORD' in this context?

How should the concept of belonging to God by right of redemption shape our

lives today?

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

2



Interlinear Text

ולְקַָֽחְתָּ
And thou shalt take

H3947

אֶת
H853

ם ִּ הַלוְיִ
of the Levites

H3881

ליִ
H0

י ִ אֲנ
H589

ה ָ יהְו
for me (I am the LORD

H3068

חַת תַּ
H8478

כלָּ
H3605

וֹר בכְּ
instead of all the firstborn

H1060

י ֵ בנְּ
among the children

H1121

יִשְׂראֵָֽל׃
of Israel

H3478

ואְֵת
H853

ת בבְּהֱֶֽמַ
among the cattle

H929

ם ִּ הַלוְיִ
of the Levites

H3881

חַת תַּ
H8478

כלָּ
H3605

וֹר בכְּ
instead of all the firstborn

H1060

ת בבְּהֱֶֽמַ
among the cattle

H929

י ֵ בנְּ
among the children

H1121

יִשְׂראֵָֽל׃
of Israel

H3478

Additional Cross-References

Numbers 3:12 (References Israel):  And I, behold, I have taken the Levites from

among the children of Israel instead of all the firstborn that openeth the matrix

among the children of Israel: therefore the Levites shall be mine;

Numbers 3:45 (References Lord):  Take the Levites instead of  all  the firstborn

among the children of Israel, and the cattle of the Levites instead of their cattle;

and the Levites shall be mine: I am the LORD.
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