
Numbers 17:8
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And it came to pass, that on the morrow Moses went into the

tabernacle of witness; and, behold, the rod of Aaron for the

house of Levi was budded, and brought forth buds, and

bloomed blossoms, and yielded almonds. 

Analysis

Following Korah's rebellion, God commands each tribal prince to place his rod in

the  tabernacle  overnight;  Aaron's  rod  alone  miraculously  buds,  blossoms,  and

produces almonds, confirming his unique priesthood. The Hebrew 'parach' (ַָּרח ,פ�

'budded'), 'yatsa tsits' (ָּצָּא ציִץ �ָּמַל) 'brought forth blossoms'), and 'gamal shaqedim' ,י ג

yielded almonds') describe the complete life cycle from budding to mature' ,ש�ְׁקֵדִים

fruit  occurring  in  one  night.  This  supernatural  acceleration  demonstrated

unmistakably  that  God chose Aaron—dead wood doesn't  naturally  produce life,

much  less  complete  the  entire  growth  cycle  overnight.  The  almond  tree  was

significant;  its  Hebrew  name  'shaqed' (ש�ָּקֵד)   means  'awake'  or  'watchful,'

referencing  its  early  spring  blooming.  God  uses  almond  imagery  elsewhere

(Jeremiah  1:11-12)  to  symbolize  watchfulness  over  His  word.  Aaron's  rod

producing fruit from dead wood illustrates resurrection life—God's power brings

life from death, appropriate for the priesthood mediating between God and sinful

humanity.  This  sign  confirmed  that  priestly  authority  flows  from  divine

appointment,  not  human  merit  or  election.  Christ  our  High  Priest  similarly

possesses His office through God's appointment, confirmed by resurrection power.
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Historical Context

This miracle occurred immediately following Korah's rebellion and its aftermath.

The  congregation  had  complained  that  Moses  and  Aaron  killed  God's  people

(Numbers 16:41), prompting God to send a plague that killed 14,700 until Aaron's

intercession stopped it (16:46-50). The budding rod miracle was God's definitive

answer  to  questions  about  priestly  legitimacy.  The  twelve  rods  represented  all

twelve tribes (with Levi included), ensuring no tribe could claim their rod wasn't

tested.  The  requirement  that  each  rod  bear  the  tribal  name  (17:2)  prevented

claims of substitution or deception. Aaron's rod was then preserved in the ark of

the covenant as permanent testimony to God's choice (17:10; Hebrews 9:4). The

miracle's  nature—instantaneous  budding,  blooming,  and  fruiting—made  natural

explanation  impossible.  Ancient  Israelites  understood  agriculture  and  plant

growth; they knew dead wood doesn't spontaneously produce fruit overnight. This

sign conclusively established Aaron's unique priesthood, silencing challenges to

priestly authority for generations.

Related Passages

John 3:16 — God's love and salvation 

Romans 10:9 — Confession and belief for salvation 

Psalm 19:1 — Heavens declare God's glory 

Genesis 1:1 — Creation of heavens and earth 

Study Questions

How does life emerging from a dead stick illustrate that spiritual authority

flows from God's life-giving power, not human merit?

In what ways does Aaron's rod anticipate Christ's resurrection as

confirmation of His unique priesthood?

1. 

2. 
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Interlinear Text

י ְׁהִ ויַ
H1961

ת מִֽמ�ָּחֳרָּ
And it came to pass that on the morrow

H4283

א �ָּבֹ ויַ
went
H935

מֹש�ֶה
Moses
H4872

אֶל
H413

הֶל אֹ
into the tabernacle

H168

�ת ו הָּֽעֵד
of witness

H5715

ה ֵ� ְׁהִנ ו
H2009

ח ָּרַ פ�
was budded

H6524

מַט�ֵֽה
and behold the rod

H4294

ן אַהֲרֹ
of Aaron

H175

ית לְׁבֵ
for the house

H1004

י ִ לוֵ
of Levi
H3878

צאֵֽ ֹ� ויַ
and brought forth

H3318

רחַ פֶ
buds
H6525

צץֵֽ ָּ� ויַ
and bloomed

H6692

יץ צִ
blossoms

H6731

ל ְׁמֹ �גִ ויַ
and yielded

H1580

ש�ְׁקֵדִֽים׃
almonds

H8247

Additional Cross-References

Ezekiel 17:24 (Parallel theme): And all the trees of the field shall know that I the

LORD have brought down the high tree, have exalted the low tree, have dried up

the green tree, and have made the dry tree to flourish: I the LORD have spoken

and have done it.

Numbers 17:5 (Parallel theme):  And it shall come to pass, that the man's rod,

whom  I  shall  choose,  shall  blossom:  and  I  will  make  to  cease  from  me  the

murmurings of the children of Israel, whereby they murmur against you.

Isaiah 4:2 (Parallel theme): In that day shall the branch of the LORD be beautiful

and glorious, and the fruit of the earth shall be excellent and comely for them that

are escaped of Israel.

Psalms 110:2 (Parallel theme): The LORD shall send the rod of thy strength out of

Zion: rule thou in the midst of thine enemies.
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Genesis 40:10 (Parallel theme): And in the vine were three branches: and it was

as though it budded, and her blossoms shot forth; and the clusters thereof brought

forth ripe grapes:

Ezekiel 19:14 (Parallel theme):  And fire is gone out of a rod of her branches,

which hath devoured her fruit, so that she hath no strong rod to be a sceptre to

rule. This is a lamentation, and shall be for a lamentation.
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