
Numbers 14:2
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And all the children of Israel murmured against Moses and

against Aaron: and the whole congregation said unto them,

Would God that we had died in the land of Egypt! or would

God we had died in this wilderness! 

Analysis

Israel's response to the spies' report reveals the shocking depth of human unbelief

and  ingratitude.  The  entire  congregation  complains  against  Moses  and  Aaron,

wishing  they  had  died  in  Egypt  or  in  the  wilderness  rather  than  face  the

Canaanites.  This  reveals  irrational  thinking  produced  by  unbelief—they  prefer

death to  trusting God for  conquest.  The phrase 'Would God that  we had died'

expresses  not  merely  discouragement  but  blasphemous  rejection  of  God's

purposes.  After  experiencing  ten  plagues  against  Egypt,  Red  Sea  deliverance,

Sinai revelation, daily manna, water from rocks, and visible divine presence, they

still  don't  trust  God to  fulfill  His  promise.  Their  complaint  'Our wives and our

children should be a prey' contradicts God's explicit promise to give them the land.

They prioritize their own assessment above God's word. This universal rebellion

—'all  the  congregation'—demonstrates  corporate  sin's  power;  when leaders  fall

into unbelief,  entire communities follow. The text presents this as paradigmatic

unfaithfulness,  showing  that  unbelief  isn't  merely  intellectual  doubt  but  moral

rebellion that accuses God of malicious intent. This generation's unbelief would

cost them the Promised Land.
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Historical Context

This  incident  occurred at  Kadesh-barnea,  an oasis  in  the  Negev wilderness  on

Canaan's  southern  border.  Following  the  spies'  forty-day  reconnaissance,  ten

brought faithless reports emphasizing Canaan's military strength, while Caleb and

Joshua  insisted  God  could  give  them victory.  The  congregation  sided  with  the

majority,  rejecting God's promise.  Their proposal to return to Egypt (14:4) was

absurdly  impossible—they  were  wandering  in  the  Sinai  wilderness,  couldn't

navigate  back,  and  even  if  they  reached  Egypt  would  be  re-enslaved.  This

illustrates how sin produces irrational thinking. God's response was devastating:

the  entire  generation  (except  Caleb  and  Joshua)  would  die  during  forty  years'

wilderness wandering, one year for each day of spying. The punishment fit the

crime—they  wished  for  death  in  the  wilderness,  and  they  received  it.  This

judgment  established  the  wilderness  period  as  purgative  discipline,  purging

unfaithful generations so faithful descendants could enter Canaan. Kadesh-barnea

became Israel's base during much of the wilderness period, a tragic memorial to

squandered opportunity through unbelief.

Related Passages

Ephesians 2:8 — Salvation by grace through faith 

Romans 10:9 — Confession and belief for salvation 

Study Questions

How does Israel's preference for death over trust in God's promise reveal the

irrational nature of unbelief?

What does this corporate rebellion teach about how individual unbelief can

spread to contaminate entire communities?

1. 

2. 
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Interlinear Text

ּ נו ֹּ ויַלִּ
murmured

H3885

עַל
H5921

ה מֹשֶׁ
against Moses

H4872

ועְַֽל
H5921

ן אַהֲרֹ
and against Aaron

H175

ל ֹּ כ
H3605

י ֵ בנְּ
And all the children

H1121

ל יִשְׂראֵָ
of Israel

H3478

ּ ו ֹּֽאמְר ויַ
said
H559

ם אֲלהֵֶ
H413

כלָּ
H3605

ה הָֽעֵדָ
and the whole congregation

H5712

ּ לו
or would God

H3863

ּ׃ מָֽתנְו
that we had died

H4191

רץֶ באְֶּ
in the land

H776

יִם מִצרְַ
of Egypt

H4714

וֹ א
H176

ר דְבָּ במִַּּ
in this wilderness

H4057

ה ֶּ הַז
H2088

ּ לו
or would God

H3863

ּ׃ מָֽתנְו
that we had died

H4191

Additional Cross-References

Exodus  15:24 (References  Moses):  And  the  people  murmured  against  Moses,

saying, What shall we drink?

Exodus 17:3 (References Moses): And the people thirsted there for water; and the

people  murmured  against  Moses,  and  said,  Wherefore  is  this  that  thou  hast

brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and our cattle with thirst?

Numbers 16:41 (References Moses):  But on the morrow all the congregation of

the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron, saying, Ye have

killed the people of the LORD.

1 Corinthians 10:10 (Parallel theme): Neither murmur ye, as some of them also

murmured, and were destroyed of the destroyer.

Jude 1:16 (Parallel theme): These are murmurers, complainers, walking after their

own lusts; and their mouth speaketh great swelling words, having men's persons in

admiration because of advantage.

3



Psalms  106:24 (Parallel  theme):  Yea,  they  despised  the  pleasant  land,  they

believed not his word:

Jonah 4:8 (References God): And it came to pass, when the sun did arise, that God

prepared a vehement east wind; and the sun beat upon the head of Jonah, that he

fainted, and wished in himself to die, and said, It is better for me to die than to

live.

Jonah 4:3 (Parallel theme): Therefore now, O LORD, take, I beseech thee, my life

from me; for it is better for me to die than to live.

Deuteronomy 1:27 (References Egypt): And ye murmured in your tents, and said,

Because the LORD hated us, he hath brought us forth out of the land of Egypt, to

deliver us into the hand of the Amorites, to destroy us.

Numbers 11:15 (Parallel theme):  And if thou deal thus with me, kill me, I pray

thee,  out  of  hand,  if  I  have found favour  in  thy  sight;  and let  me not  see  my

wretchedness.
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