
Numbers 13:4
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And these were their names: of the tribe of Reuben, Shammua

the son of Zaccur. 

Analysis

Reuben's representative was 'Shammua the son of Zaccur.' Though Reuben was

Israel's  firstborn  (Gen  29:32),  his  tribe  had  lost  preeminence  due  to  Jacob's

prophetic  curse  for  defiling  his  father's  bed  (Gen  35:22,  49:3-4).  The  name

'Shammua' means 'heard' or 'renowned,' yet despite his name, his voice joined the

majority's fearful report. This illustrates that heritage, position, or even promising

names  don't  guarantee  faithfulness.  What  matters  isn't  tribal  status  but

wholehearted devotion to God. Judah eventually displaced Reuben in leadership (1

Chr 5:1-2), and from Judah came Christ. Spiritual inheritance matters more than

natural privilege (Rom 2:28-29).

Historical Context

Reuben's tribal territory would later be east of Jordan (Num 32), outside Canaan

proper - fitting for a tribe that lost its firstborn rights. Shammua, as tribal leader,

bore responsibility for representing Reuben, yet his unfaithful report contributed

to  Israel's  forty-year  delay.  Unlike  Caleb  (Judah's  representative)  whose  faith

secured inheritance, Shammua's unbelief exemplified the generation that died in

wilderness.  The  principle  continues:  natural  descent  from  Abraham  didn't

guarantee salvation (Matt 3:9); true children of Abraham are those who share his

faith  (Gal  3:7-9).  Privilege  creates  responsibility;  failure  to  live  up to  privilege

brings judgment.
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Related Passages

Hebrews 11:1 — Definition of faith 

James 2:17 — Faith and works 

1 John 4:8 — God is love 

1 Corinthians 13:4 — Characteristics of love 

Study Questions

Are you relying on family heritage, church membership, or religious position

rather than personal faith?

How does Shammua's failure despite his leadership position warn you that

status means nothing without faithful character?

Interlinear Text

להֶּ ואְֵ
H428

ם שְׁמוֹתָ
And these were their names

H8034

ה למְַטֵּ
of the tribe

H4294

ן ראְובֵּ
of Reuben

H7205

ועַּ שַׁמּ
Shammua

H8051

בןֶּ
the son
H1121

זכַוּֽרּ׃
of Zaccur

H2139
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