
Numbers 10:18
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And the standard of the camp of Reuben set forward

according to their armies: and over his host was Elizur the son

of Shedeur. 

Analysis

The standard of the camp of Reuben set forward according to their armies:

and over his host was Elizur the son of Shedeur. Reuben's division marched

second, behind Judah but ahead of the tabernacle infrastructure. The  degel (ֶֶגל� ,ד

"standard" or banner) identified each tribal division, providing rallying points and

maintaining order during movement. Though Reuben was Jacob's firstborn, he had

lost preeminence through his sin with Bilhah (Genesis 35:22, 49:3-4), yet retained

honorable second position in the march.

Elizur  ben  Shedeur  led  Reuben's  host—his  name  means  "God  is  a  rock,"

appropriate for leading a tribe whose blessing emphasized instability ("unstable as

water,"  Genesis  49:4).  The  phrase  le-tsiv'otam (ָלצְבִאְֹתם,  "according  to  their

armies") emphasizes military organization under tribal commanders. This wasn't a

mob but a disciplined force arranged by divine wisdom, each tribe knowing its

position and purpose.

Historical Context

Reuben's  camp  on  the  south  side  (Numbers  2:10)  included  Simeon  and  Gad,

totaling 151,450 fighting men. Elizur had served as Reuben's leader throughout

the wilderness period, bringing offerings at the tabernacle dedication (Numbers

7:30-35) and assisting with the first census (Numbers 1:5). Reuben's subsequent

history showed declining influence—they settled east of Jordan (Numbers 32), built
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a  controversial  altar  (Joshua  22),  and  eventually  faced  prophetic  judgment

(Jeremiah 49:3). Their second-position march became symbolic: close to leadership

but never attaining it, the price of ancestral failure.

Related Passages

Revelation 20:12 — Judgment according to deeds 

Romans 2:1 — Judging others 

Study Questions

What does Reuben's maintained position (despite lost birthright) teach about

God's patience with flawed but repentant people?

How does military organization under tribal standards illustrate that God's

kingdom advances through ordered, coordinated effort rather than

individualistic chaos?

In what ways might your past failures (like Reuben's) still affect your present

opportunities while not disqualifying you from serving God's purposes?

Interlinear Text

ע ונְסַָ
set forward

H5265

גלֶ ֶ� ד
And the standard

H1714

ה ֵ חֲנ מַֽ
of the camp

H4264

ן �בֵ ראְו
of Reuben

H7205

וֹ צבְאָ
according to their armies

H6635

ועְַל
H5921

וֹ צבְאָ
according to their armies

H6635

�ר ו אֱליִצ
was Elizur

H468

�ןֶ ב
the son
H1121

�ר׃ שְׁדֵיאֽו
of Shedeur

H7707

Additional Cross-References

Numbers 1:5 (Parallel theme):  And these are the names of the men that shall

stand with you: of the tribe of Reuben; Elizur the son of Shedeur.

1. 

2. 

3. 
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