
Numbers 10:1
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 

Analysis

God commands Moses to make two silver trumpets, establishing divinely ordained

means of communication and worship. The Hebrew 'chatsotsrah' (ָחֲצֹצרְה) refers to

long, straight metal trumpets distinct from the curved rams' horn (shofar). These

instruments were to be 'of a whole piece of beaten work,' symbolizing unity and

careful  craftsmanship  in  worship.  The  trumpets  served  both  sacred  functions

(calling  assembly,  announcing  festivals)  and  civil  purposes  (signaling  military

movements,  marking  alarms).  This  demonstrates  God's  sovereignty  over  every

dimension of life—worship, governance, and warfare all fall under His rule. The

silver (a precious metal) indicates the value God places on communication with His

people.  Two  trumpets  suggest  completeness  of  witness  (principle  of  two

witnesses).  Reformed  theology  sees  these  trumpets  prefiguring  gospel

proclamation that calls sinners to Christ and gathers God's people for worship.

Historical Context

Silver trumpets were priestly instruments (Numbers 10:8), unlike the rams' horn

(shofar)  used  in  broader  contexts.  Archaeological  discoveries  include  silver

trumpets from ancient Egypt and depictions on Roman triumphal arches showing

temple  trumpets.  The  Arch  of  Titus  in  Rome depicts  silver  trumpets  from the

Jerusalem temple's destruction (AD 70). The trumpets' signals organized Israel's

massive camp and coordinated military movements during the conquest. Ancient

armies  used  various  signaling  methods  (drums,  horns,  trumpets),  but  Israel's

system was divinely prescribed. Josephus describes the temple trumpets' use in

Second Temple worship. The Dead Sea Scrolls' War Scroll details trumpet signals
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for  battle,  possibly  reflecting  earlier  traditions.  These  trumpets  continued  in

temple worship until AD 70.

Related Passages

James 2:17 — Faith and works 

Hebrews 11:1 — Definition of faith 

Study Questions

What does God's careful prescription of worship instruments and signals

teach about honoring Him in the details of congregational life?

How do the trumpets' dual function (worship and warfare) illustrate the

Christian life's integration of praise and spiritual battle?

Interlinear Text

ר ויַדְַבֵּ
spake
H1696

ה ָ יהְו
And the LORD

H3068

אֶל
H413

ה מֹשֶׁ
unto Moses

H4872

לאֵּמֹֽר׃
saying
H559
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