Numbers 1:47

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

But the Levites after the tribe of their fathers were not

numbered among them.

Analysis

The Levites 'were not numbered among them' in the military census because God
set them apart for tabernacle service. The Hebrew 'pagad’' (numbered/mustered)
indicates enrollment for military duty, which Levites didn't perform. Instead, they
were 'appointed over the tabernacle of testimony' (v.50), serving as guardians of
God's dwelling. This separation demonstrates that spiritual ministry is distinct
from secular duties, though both serve God. The New Testament similarly
distinguishes between church leaders devoted to prayer and ministry of the Word
(Acts 6:2-4) and deacons serving practical needs, though all use gifts for God's
glory (Rom 12:4-8).

Historical Context

The Levites' separate numbering and duties originated when they alone stood with
Moses during the golden calf crisis (Ex 32:26-29). Their assignment to tabernacle
service (dismantling, carrying, and erecting it during travels) exempted them from
military service, though they were counted separately (ch 3:14-39). This
arrangement continued until the temple's construction, when Levites' duties
expanded to include music, gatekeeping, and teaching (1 Chr 23-26). The Levitical
system emphasized that worship requires dedicated servants, not casual
volunteers.



Related Passages

John 15:13 — Greatest form of love
1 Corinthians 13:4 — Characteristics of love
Psalm 19:1 — Heavens declare God's glory
Colossians 1:16 — All things created through Christ
Study Questions
1. Are you using your gifts in the specific area God has appointed you, or trying
to serve where He hasn't called you?

2. How do you view 'full-time ministry' in relation to other callings - are all
Christians ministers in their vocations?

Interlinear Text

D70l nwR7 D DAY N7 1 T7onD
But the Levites after the tribe of their fathers H3808 were not numbered
H3881 H4294 H1 H6485
:D2IN2
among

H8432

Additional Cross-References

Numbers 2:33 (Parallel theme): But the Levites were not numbered among the
children of Israel; as the LORD commanded Moses.

1 Chronicles 21:6 (Parallel theme): But Levi and Benjamin counted he not among
them: for the king's word was abominable to Joab.
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