
Nehemiah 4:9
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Nevertheless we made our prayer unto our God, and set a

watch against them day and night, because of them. 

Analysis

Nevertheless we made our prayer unto our God, and set a watch against

them day and night, because of them.

This  verse  within  Nehemiah  4  addresses  themes  of  opposition,  perseverance,

prayer and work, spiritual warfare. Opposition intensifies as the work progresses,

requiring both spiritual response (prayer) and practical measures (armed defense).

The Hebrew palal (ַָּלל for prayer indicates intercession and petition, emphasizing (פ�

dependence  on  God.  This  passage  demonstrates  biblical  principles  applicable

across both testaments—God's sovereignty combined with human responsibility,

faith expressed through obedient action, and the necessity of both individual and

corporate commitment to covenant faithfulness. Nehemiah models leadership that

combines  vision,  prayer,  courage,  integrity,  and  perseverance  amid  sustained

opposition.

Historical Context

Nehemiah's  account  occurs  during  Persian  imperial  dominance  (539-331  BC),

specifically 445-433 BC under Artaxerxes I. The 52-day wall completion represents

remarkable achievement given opposition and limited resources. Excavations have

confirmed portions of Nehemiah's wall and various gates mentioned in the text.

The Persian period was crucial transitional time when Jewish identity shifted from

monarchical  nationalism  to  Torah-centered  covenantal  community.  Without

political  independence,  the  people's  cohesion  depended  on  shared  scripture,
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temple  worship,  and  covenant  obedience.  This  established  patterns  persisting

through the Second Temple period into New Testament times. Understanding this

context illuminates Jesus's ministry among a people shaped by these reforms and

challenges.

Related Passages

Ephesians 2:8 — Salvation by grace through faith 

Romans 10:9 — Confession and belief for salvation 

Study Questions

What does this passage teach about prayer's role in discerning and

accomplishing God's will?

How can you develop more sustained, biblically-grounded prayer practices in

your daily routine?

How can the principles demonstrated in this passage inform your response to

current challenges in your life or church?

Interlinear Text

ל ֵ� לַ �תִפְ� ונַ
Nevertheless we made our prayer

H6419

אֶל
H413

� ינו אֱלֹהֵ
unto our God

H430

יד �עֲַֽמִ ונַ
and set
H5975

ר מִשְׁמָּ
a watch

H4929

ם עֲליֵהֶ
H5921

ם יוֹמָּ
against them day

H3119

ילְָּה ָּלַ ו
and night

H3915

נְיֵהֶֽם׃ מִפ�
because

H6440

Additional Cross-References

1 Peter 5:8 (Parallel theme):  Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the

devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Psalms 50:15 (Parallel  theme):  And call  upon me in the day of  trouble:  I  will

deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me.

Luke  21:36 (Prayer):  Watch  ye  therefore,  and  pray  always,  that  ye  may  be

accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to stand

before the Son of man.

Nehemiah 4:11 (Parallel theme): And our adversaries said, They shall not know,

neither see, till we come in the midst among them, and slay them, and cause the

work to cease.

Matthew 26:41 (Prayer):  Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the

spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.

Genesis 32:28 (References God): And he said, Thy name shall be called no more

Jacob, but Israel: for as a prince hast thou power with God and with men, and hast

prevailed.
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