
Micah 7:9
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

I will bear the indignation of the LORD, because I have sinned

against him, until he plead my cause, and execute judgment

for me: he will bring me forth to the light, and I shall behold

his righteousness. 

Analysis

I will bear the indignation of the LORD, because I have sinned against him

(za'aph  YHWH  essa  ki  chatati  lo, לוֹ  חָטָאתיִ  �יִ  כ אֶש��ָא  יהְוהָ  .(זעַַף   This  remarkable

confession combines genuine repentance with confident hope. The verb nasa (נשָ�ָא,

"bear/carry")  accepts  divine  discipline  as  deserved.  Za'aph (זעַַף)  denotes  God's

indignation or wrath—not arbitrary anger but righteous displeasure at covenant

violation. The confession "because I have sinned" (ki chatati) acknowledges guilt

without excuse or self-justification.

Until he plead my cause, and execute judgment for me (ad asher yarivriviy

ve'asa mishpati, טִָי means legal case or (ריִב) The word riv .(עַד אֲש�ֶר ירָיִב ריִביִ ועְָש�ָה מִש�ְפ�

lawsuit—the same term used in 6:1-2 where God brings lawsuit  against  Israel.

Now the tables turn: after bearing deserved discipline, God will "plead my cause"

against  the oppressor.  Mishpat (ָט ,מִש�ְפ�  "judgment/justice")  promises  vindication.

This  demonstrates  biblical  repentance:  acknowledging sin,  accepting discipline,

yet trusting God will ultimately deliver.

He will bring me forth to the light, and I shall behold his righteousness

(yotsi'eni  la'or  er'eh  betsidqato, בצְדְִקָתוֹ  אֶראְֶה  לאָוֹר  .(יוֹציִאֵניִ   Light  symbolizes

deliverance,  blessing,  and  God's  favor  (Psalm  27:1;  Isaiah  9:2).  Darkness

represented exile, discipline, and separation; light promises restoration. "I shall

behold  his  righteousness"  means  witnessing  God's  covenant  faithfulness—His
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tsedeq (צדֶֶק)  in  keeping promises  to  redeem His  people  despite  their  sin.  This

anticipates Christ who bore our indignation, bringing us from darkness to light

(John 8:12; 1 Peter 2:9).

Historical Context

Micah  7:7-10  represents  the  believing  remnant's  confession  during  exile  or

anticipated exile. After cataloging societal collapse (7:1-6), the prophet expresses

faith  on  behalf  of  the  faithful  few.  Israel  indeed  sinned,  deserving  Assyrian

conquest (722 BC) and later Babylonian exile (586 BC). Yet God's discipline wasn't

final—He promised restoration (Jeremiah 29:10-14).  The confession models how

God's people should respond to discipline: acknowledge sin, accept consequences,

yet trust in eventual vindication. The New Testament applies this pattern to all

believers  disciplined  by  God  (Hebrews  12:5-11).  Though  we  experience

chastening, it works for our good, and God will vindicate us.

Related Passages

Matthew 25:31 — Final judgment 

Romans 2:1 — Judging others 

Study Questions

How does this verse model the biblical balance between accepting deserved

discipline and trusting God's ultimate vindication?

What does it mean that God will 'plead my cause' after I bear His indignation

for my sin?

How does Christ's bearing of God's wrath on our behalf (Isaiah 53:4-6) fulfill

and transform this confession?

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Interlinear Text

עַף ַ ז
the indignation

H2197

יהְוהָ
of the LORD

H3068

א אֶש��ָ
I will bear

H5375

י ִ� כ
H3588

אתיִ חָטָ
because I have sinned

H2398

וֹ ל
H0

עַד
H5704

ר אֲש�ֶ
H834

יב ירִָ
against him until he plead

H7378

ריִביִ
my cause

H7379

ה ועְָש�ָ
and execute

H6213

י טִָ מִש�ְפ�
judgment

H4941

ניִ יוֹציִאֵ
for me he will bring me forth

H3318

וֹר לאָ
to the light

H216

ה אֶראְֶ
and I shall behold

H7200

ב�צְדְִקָתוֹֽ׃
his righteousness

H6666

Additional Cross-References

Psalms 37:6 (Righteousness):  And he shall bring forth thy righteousness as the

light, and thy judgment as the noonday.

1 Corinthians 4:5 (Judgment): Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the

Lord come, who both will bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will

make manifest the counsels of the hearts: and then shall every man have praise of

God.

1 Samuel 24:15 (Judgment):  The LORD therefore be judge, and judge between

me and thee, and see, and plead my cause, and deliver me out of thine hand.

Malachi 3:18 (Righteousness):  Then shall  ye  return,  and discern between the

righteous and the wicked, between him that serveth God and him that serveth him

not.

2 Timothy 4:8 (Righteousness):  Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of

righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and

not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.
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