
Micah 6:9
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

The LORD'S voice crieth unto the city, and the man of wisdom

shall see thy name: hear ye the rod, and who hath appointed

it. 

Analysis

The LORD'S voice crieth unto the city, and the man of wisdom shall see thy

name: hear ye the rod, and who hath appointed it. Following Micah 6:1-8's

covenant  lawsuit,  God  now  addresses  Jerusalem  directly.  "The  LORD'S  voice

crieth unto the city" (ָקוֹל יהְוהָ לעִָיר יִקְרא, kol Yahweh la-ir yikra) announces divine

proclamation to urban centers—places of commerce, power, and corruption. Cities

concentrate both human achievement and human sin. "The man of wisdom shall

see thy name" suggests  the wise person recognizes God's  character (name =

nature/reputation) and responds appropriately. Fearing God's name brings wisdom

(Proverbs 9:10); ignoring it brings destruction.

"Hear ye the rod, and who hath appointed it" (ּש�ִמְעו־ּמַטֶּּה ומִּי יעְָדָה, shim'u-matteh

u-mi ye'adah)  commands attention to God's instrument of  judgment.  The  "rod"

,מַטֶּּה)  matteh) represents disciplinary judgment—Assyria and Babylon were God's

rods  to  punish  covenant  violation  (Isaiah  10:5).  The  question  "who  hath

appointed  it?" emphasizes  divine  sovereignty:  God  directs  history,  raising/

deposing  nations  according  to  His  purposes.  When  Jerusalem fell  (586  BC),  it

wasn't  mere  military  defeat  but  covenant  curse  executed  by  Yahweh  through

Babylon.

This  challenges  modern  assumptions  that  catastrophes  are  random.  Biblical

theology sees God governing history, using even pagan powers to accomplish His

purposes. Habakkuk wrestled with this: "Thou art of purer eyes than to behold
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evil...wherefore lookest thou upon them that deal treacherously, and holdest thy

tongue  when the  wicked  devoureth  the  man that  is  more  righteous  than  he?"

(Habakkuk 1:13). The answer: God uses wicked nations to judge His people, then

judges  those  nations  for  their  wickedness.  Divine  sovereignty  and  human

responsibility coexist.

Historical Context

Micah prophesied during 750-686 BC when Assyria threatened Israel and Judah. In

722  BC,  Assyria  conquered  Samaria.  In  701  BC,  Sennacherib  invaded  Judah,

besieging Jerusalem (2 Kings 18-19). God miraculously delivered Jerusalem then,

but  Micah warned this  wouldn't  last.  A  century  later,  Babylon fulfilled Micah's

prophecy, destroying Jerusalem in 586 BC (Micah 3:12). The "rod" shifted from

Assyria  to  Babylon,  but  God appointed  both.  This  pattern  continues:  God uses

various  "rods"  throughout  history—persecution,  cultural  decline,  internal

corruption—to  discipline  His  church.  Wise  believers  discern  God's  hand  in

adversity, responding with repentance rather than bitterness.

Related Passages

1 John 4:8 — God is love 

John 15:13 — Greatest form of love 

Study Questions

How does recognizing God's sovereignty over historical events (even

catastrophic ones) shape your response to personal and communal adversity?

What "rods" has God appointed in your life to discipline, refine, and draw you

closer to Him?

How can you cultivate wisdom that "sees God's name" (recognizes His

character and purposes) in both blessing and judgment?

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Interlinear Text

וֹל ק
voice
H6963

יהְוהָ
The LORD'S

H3068

יר לעִָ
unto the city

H5892

א יִקְרָ
crieth
H7121

ה ָּ ותְושּ�ִי
and the man of wisdom

H8454

ה יִראְֶּ
shall see

H7200

ָ ך ש�ְמֶּ
thy name

H8034

ּ ו ש�ִמְע
hear
H8085

ה מַטֶּּ
ye the rod

H4294

י ומִּ
H4310

יעְָדָֽהּ׃
and who hath appointed

H3259

Additional Cross-References

Revelation 3:19 (Parallel theme):  As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be

zealous therefore, and repent.

Isaiah 30:27 (References Lord): Behold, the name of the LORD cometh from far,

burning  with  his  anger,  and  the  burden  thereof  is  heavy:  his  lips  are  full  of

indignation, and his tongue as a devouring fire:

Hosea 14:9 (References Lord): Who is wise, and he shall understand these things?

prudent, and he shall know them? for the ways of the LORD are right, and the just

shall walk in them: but the transgressors shall fall therein.

Zephaniah 3:2 (References Lord):  She obeyed not the voice;  she received not

correction; she trusted not in the LORD; she drew not near to her God.
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