Micah 4:1

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

But in the last days it shall come to pass, that the mountain of
the house of the LORD shall be established in the top of the
mountains, and it shall be exalted above the hills; and people

shall flow unto it.

Analysis

But in the last days it shall come to pass, that the mountain of the house of
the LORD shall be established (vehayah be'acharit hayamim yihyeh har beit-
YHWH nakhon, |21 nin'na 70 nft omen nnxa nial). The phrase "last days" (acharit
hayamim, om:n nnny) refers to the Messianic age inaugurated by Christ and
consummated at His return. Nakhon (|12, "established/firm") indicates permanent,
unshakable establishment—contrasting with earthly kingdoms that rise and fall.

In the top of the mountains, and it shall be exalted above the hills (berosh
heharim venissa migeva'ot, niyaan Xl DNnn wNI1). Zion's mountain will be
elevated above all others—not necessarily physical elevation but supremacy in
authority, glory, and significance. This reverses Babel's prideful attempt to build a
tower reaching heaven (Genesis 11:4)—now God Himself exalts His dwelling to

preeminence over all earthly powers and false religions.

And people shall flow unto it (veneharu alav ammim, nmy "7y 1n0a1). The verb
nahar (W), "flow") suggests river-like movement—multitudes streaming from all
directions like tributaries flowing into a great river. Ammim (bmy, "peoples/
nations") emphasizes Gentile inclusion in God's redemptive plan. This passage
parallels Isaiah 2:2-4 and anticipates Revelation 21:24-26 where nations bring
their glory into the New Jerusalem. The prophecy finds progressive fulfillment in



Christ's church (Acts 2; Ephesians 2:11-22) and ultimate fulfillment in the New
Creation.

Historical Context

Micah prophesied during dark times—Israel's fall to Assyria (722 BC), threats
against Judah, social injustice, and corrupt leadership. Yet chapter 4 opens with
stunning hope: God's kingdom will ultimately triumph over all earthly kingdoms.
The mountain imagery draws from ancient Near Eastern thought where gods dwelt
on mountains and kings built temples on high places. But YHWH's mountain will
surpass all—not through human conquest but divine exaltation. Partial fulfillment
came when Gentiles joined the church (Acts 15:14-18). Fuller realization continues
as the gospel spreads globally. Complete fulfillment awaits Christ's return when

the knowledge of the Lord covers earth as waters cover the sea (Isaiah 11:9).

Related Passages

Ephesians 2:8 — Salvation by grace through faith

John 3:16 — God's love and salvation

Study Questions

1. How does the promise of God's mountain being 'exalted above' all others
provide hope during times when evil seems to triumph?

2. In what ways do we see nations 'flowing' to God's mountain today through the
global expansion of Christ's church?

3. How should the certainty of God's kingdom ultimately surpassing all earthly
kingdoms shape Christian political engagement and priorities?
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Additional Cross-References

Jeremiah 3:17 (References Lord): At that time they shall call Jerusalem the
throne of the LORD; and all the nations shall be gathered unto it, to the name of
the LORD, to Jerusalem: neither shall they walk any more after the imagination of
their evil heart.

Psalms 22:27 (References Lord): All the ends of the world shall remember and
turn unto the LORD: and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship before thee.

Psalms 86:9 (References Lord): All nations whom thou hast made shall come and
worship before thee, O Lord; and shall glorify thy name.

Zechariah 8:3 (References Lord): Thus saith the LORD; I am returned unto Zion,
and will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem: and Jerusalem shall be called a city of
truth; and the mountain of the LORD of hosts the holy mountain.

Ezekiel 43:12 (Parallel theme): This is the law of the house; Upon the top of the
mountain the whole limit thereof round about shall be most holy. Behold, this is the
law of the house.



Acts 2:17 (Parallel theme): And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I
will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall
prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream
dreams:

Hosea 3:5 (References Lord): Afterward shall the children of Israel return, and
seek the LORD their God, and David their king; and shall fear the LORD and his
goodness in the latter days.

Malachi 1:11 (References Lord): For from the rising of the sun even unto the
going down of the same my name shall be great among the Gentiles; and in every
place incense shall be offered unto my name, and a pure offering: for my name
shall be great among the heathen, saith the LORD of hosts.

Isaiah 54:2 (Parallel theme): Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them stretch
forth the curtains of thine habitations: spare not, lengthen thy cords, and
strengthen thy stakes;

Zechariah 2:11 (References Lord): And many nations shall be joined to the LORD
in that day, and shall be my people: and I will dwell in the midst of thee, and thou
shalt know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me unto thee.
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