Matthew 28:19

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:

Analysis

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. This verse initiates the Great
Commission, Christ's final and definitive marching orders to His disciples before
His ascension. The Greek participle poreuthentes (mopsgv6évteg, "having gone") is
an aorist passive participle functioning as an attendant circumstance participle,
best translated "as you go" or "having gone," indicating that the going is assumed
rather than optional—the question is not whether disciples will go into the world
but what they will do as they inevitably go about their lives in a fallen world.

The main imperative verb is mathéteusate (pabntedoate, "make disciples"), an
aorist active imperative commanding not mere intellectual instruction or
theological education but the intentional creation of committed learners and
wholehearted followers of Jesus Christ. This discipleship involves comprehensive
transformation of mind, will, affections, and behavior—not simply transmission of
religious information or indoctrination into doctrinal systems. True discipleship
produces people who think like Jesus, love like Jesus, obey like Jesus, and make
other disciples like Jesus did.

The object "all nations" (panta ta ethne, mdvta Tt £0vn, literally "all the ethnic
groups" or "all the peoples") is absolutely revolutionary in its scope and
implications. Jesus commands His exclusively Jewish disciples to make disciples
from every ethnic group, every tribe, every language group, every nation,
transcending Judaism's historic ethnocentric boundaries and abolishing the wall of



partition between Jew and Gentile. This universalizes salvation, declaring that
God's redemptive purposes extend to every corner of human society without

exception.

Two present participles describe the ongoing discipleship process: baptizontes
(BamtiCovteg, "baptizing") marks the initial public identification with Christ and
incorporation into His covenant community, while didaskontes (616&okovTEC,
“teaching," verse 20) indicates continuing, systematic instruction in all of Christ's
commands. Baptism is not a mere ritual or symbol but a transformative event
marking transfer of allegiance and identity. It occurs "in the name" (singular to
onoma, t0 6vopa—significantly "name" not "names") of the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit—a profound Trinitarian formula revealing the one true God existing
eternally in three distinct persons. This is Matthew's clearest, most explicit
statement of fully developed Trinitarian theology.

The preposition eis (gig, "into") with "the name" signifies baptism into the
authority, character, ownership, and very being of the triune God. Converts are
transferred from the kingdom of darkness to the kingdom of light, from Satan's
dominion to God's gracious rule, publicly marked and identified as belonging to the
Father who created and chose them, the Son who redeemed and justified them,
and the Spirit who regenerates and progressively sanctifies them. The singular
"name" while referencing three persons emphasizes the essential unity and
equality of the Godhead—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit share one divine nature, will,
and glory.

This commission fundamentally transforms the disciples from a localized Jewish
renewal movement focused on Israel into a global missionary force with a
universal mandate. It establishes the church's essential identity and mission as
inherently cross-cultural, multinational, multilingual, and absolutely universal in
scope and vision. Every subsequent generation of Christians inherits this same
commission, making world evangelization and disciple-making not optional
activities for specially called missionaries but the church's core identity and
primary purpose until Christ returns in glory.



Historical Context

Jesus spoke these momentous words on a mountain in Galilee (28:16), quite
possibly the same location where He earlier delivered the Sermon on the Mount
(chapters 5-7), creating a deliberate literary inclusio or bracket around the
entirety of His public teaching ministry. This post-resurrection appearance fulfills
Jesus's own earlier promise (26:32) and the angel's specific instruction delivered to
the women at the empty tomb (28:7, 10). The remaining eleven disciples (Judas
Iscariot having betrayed Christ and committed suicide) gathered in Galilee, away
from the political hostility and religious opposition concentrated in Jerusalem,
approximately forty days after the resurrection and shortly before the dramatic
ascension.

The historical and religious context is absolutely crucial for understanding the
commission's revolutionary nature. First-century Judaism generally did not engage
in active, aggressive proselytization of Gentiles, though it certainly accepted
converts who voluntarily sought admission to the covenant community through
circumcision, baptism, and sacrifice. Jewish "mission" focused primarily on calling
ethnic Israel to covenant faithfulness, righteous living, and Torah observance
rather than universal evangelization of pagan nations. Gentile converts were
expected to become Jewish, adopting Jewish customs, food laws, and cultural
practices.

Jesus's command therefore represented a radical, shocking departure from
contemporary Jewish practice and rabbinic teaching. He abolishes the distinction
between Jew and Gentile as categories determining access to God, declaring that
disciples from all nations stand on equal footing before God through faith in Christ.
This prepared the way for the intense debates about Gentile inclusion that would
soon rock the early church (Acts 10-11, 15; Galatians 2). The disciples, still
mentally and emotionally processing their Master's resurrection from the dead and
wrestling with lingering doubts (28:17 honestly reports "some doubted"), received
a mandate that would ultimately reshape all of human history and extend God's

redemptive purposes to earth's remotest corners.

Early Christian baptismal practice, as attested in multiple independent sources,

faithfully reflected this explicit Trinitarian formula from the beginning. The



Didache (late first century church manual) prescribes baptism "in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit" in running water when possible.
Archaeological evidence from early baptistries, catacomb inscriptions, and
patristic writings confirms this formula's widespread, universal use throughout the
Christian world. The command's progressive fulfillment unfolds dramatically
throughout Acts: Peter's Pentecost sermon (Acts 2), Philip's Samaritan mission
(Acts 8), Peter's vision and Cornelius's conversion (Acts 10), and Paul's three
missionary journeys systematically taking the gospel from Jerusalem to Rome and
beyond, establishing churches among every people group encountered.

The Great Commission also directly addresses the disciples' earlier nationalistic
question about restoring Israel's political kingdom (Acts 1:6). Jesus definitively
redirects their focus from political restoration and military liberation to spiritual
multiplication and gospel advancement, from narrow national boundaries to
expansive global mission. This command established the church's fundamental
missionary DNA, producing two millennia of cross-cultural gospel advancement,
Bible translation, and sacrificial service, and it remains Christianity's defining

mandate and marching orders until Christ returns to consummate history.

Related Passages

1 John 4:8 — God is love

1 Corinthians 13:4 — Characteristics of love

Study Questions

1. How does the command to make disciples of all nations, without ethnic or
cultural preference, challenge subtle prejudices, cultural preferences, or
national loyalties within your own faith community and personal
relationships?

2. What is the proper biblical relationship between baptism as a definitive one-
time event marking conversion and teaching as ongoing, lifelong discipleship
in progressive spiritual formation and sanctification?

3. How does the Trinitarian formula in baptism—into the name of Father, Son,

and Holy Spirit—shape and deepen our understanding of salvation as



participation in the very life of the triune God rather than mere forgiveness or
legal status change?

4. In what specific ways does modern evangelical Christianity overemphasize
initial conversion decisions while minimizing costly, long-term discipleship,
and how does this verse prophetically correct that dangerous imbalance?

5. How should the Great Commission's inherently global scope and vision
materially affect your local church's annual budget priorities, ministry
programming, prayer focus, and missionary sending?

Interlinear Text

mopeLOEVTEC oLVP  poabnTedoate mAvTH TX  £60vn

Go ye therefore and teach all G3588  nations
64198 63767 63100 63956 61484
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baptizing them in G3588  the name  G3588  of the Father and
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G3588  of the Son and G3588  of the Holy Ghost
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Additional Cross-References

Acts 1:8 (Holy): But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon
you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

Isaiah 49:6 (Parallel theme): And he said, It is a light thing that thou shouldest be
my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel: I
will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation unto
the end of the earth.

Galatians 3:27 (Parallel theme): For as many of you as have been baptized into
Christ have put on Christ.



Romans 10:18 (Parallel theme): But I say, Have they not heard? Yes verily, their
sound went into all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the world.

Ephesians 2:18 (Spirit): For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto
the Father.

Acts 28:28 (Parallel theme): Be it known therefore unto you, that the salvation of
God is sent unto the Gentiles, and that they will hear it.

Acts 2:41 (Parallel theme): Then they that gladly received his word were baptized:
and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls.

1 Peter 3:21 (Parallel theme): The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also
now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good

conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:

Acts 14:21 (Parallel theme): And when they had preached the gospel to that city,
and had taught many, they returned again to Lystra, and to Iconium, and Antioch,

Genesis 1:26 (Parallel theme): And God said, Let us make man in our image, after
our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl
of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing
that creepeth upon the earth.
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