Matthew 12:49

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And he stretched forth his hand toward his disciples, and said,

Behold my mother and my brethren!

Analysis

He stretched forth his hand toward his disciples (¢kteivag Ty yeipa adTod
£mi ToLg padntag avtod, ekteinas tén cheira autou epi tous mathétas autou)—The
gesture is deliberate and dramatic: ekteino (é¢kteivw) means 'to stretch out fully,'
the same verb used of Jesus stretching out his hands on the cross. This isn't casual
pointing but an intentional, authoritative declaration.

Behold my mother and my brethren! (1600 1 pfinp pov Kal ot abded@ol pov,
Idou hé metér mou kai hoi adelphoi mou)—Idou (1600) is an attention-grabbing
exclamation: 'Look!' or 'Behold!" Jesus identifies his mathétai (paOntadi, 'disciples/
learners') as his true family, establishing the church's relational foundation: shared
devotion to Christ creates bonds deeper than blood.

Historical Context

This public declaration came at a crucial moment when religious authorities
rejected Jesus. He reassures disciples that opposition, even from biological family,
doesn't sever them from their true family—those united in following him. The early
church would desperately need this truth when families fractured over faith
(Matthew 10:34-37).

Related Passages

Hebrews 11:1 — Definition of faith



James 2:17 — Faith and works

Study Questions

1. How does Jesus's gesture toward his disciples encourage you when
faithfulness to Christ costs you family relationships?

2. Do you treat fellow disciples as true family, with the loyalty, sacrifice, and
love that implies?

Interlinear Text

Kol EKTelVOC ™y yelpa odTod E&ml  TOLC pPaONTaC
And he stretched forth 63588 hand G846 toward G3588 disciples
62532 61614 65495 61909 63101

avtod elmep, 1600, 1N upnmpe pouv Kol ot  abeAgoi pov
G846 and said Behold 63588  mother my And 63588 brethren my
G2036 G2400 G3384 G3450 G2532 G80 G3450

Additional Cross-References

Mark 3:34 (Parallel theme): And he looked round about on them which sat about
him, and said, Behold my mother and my brethren!
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