
Matthew 11:12
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom

of heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force. 

Analysis

Jesus declares 'And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of

heaven suffereth violence,  and the violent  take it  by force.'  This  difficult  verse

admits multiple interpretations. The Greek verb βιάζεται (biazetai) can be middle

voice  ('presses  forward forcefully')  or  passive  ('is  forcefully  treated').  Similarly,

βιασταὶ  ἁρπάζουσιν  (biastai  harpazousin)  can  mean  'violent  men  seize  it'  or

'forceful people press into it.' The most likely meaning: since John's announcement

of  the  kingdom,  it  has  been  pressing  forward  with  irresistible  power,  and

passionate  people  are  pressing  into  it  with  urgent  zeal.  This  reflects  the

intensification of God's salvific work—no longer merely anticipated but breaking

into history. The urgency Jesus frequently expressed ('the time is fulfilled,' Mark

1:15) characterizes this era. Reformed theology sees this describing the kingdom's

dynamic  nature:  not  passive  waiting  but  active  advancement.  It  also  suggests

genuine  conversion  involves  spiritual  intensity—not  casual  interest  but

wholehearted pursuit of God (Matthew 13:44-46). The kingdom both breaks in with

divine power and requires human response of passionate faith.

Historical Context

John the Baptist's  ministry marked a decisive shift  in redemptive history—from

prophetic announcement to Messianic presence. His proclamation 'the kingdom of

heaven is at hand' (Matthew 3:2) inaugurated a new era of intensified spiritual

activity.  Crowds  thronged  to  hear  him,  thousands  were  baptized,  religious

authorities were challenged, and spiritual warfare intensified. When Jesus began
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His  ministry,  this  intensification  accelerated:  miracles  multiplied,  demons  were

cast out, the dead were raised, and opposition crystallized. The phrase 'until now'

indicates this  dynamic continued through Jesus's  public  ministry.  The 'violence'

may also reference literal violence: Herod imprisoned John, later beheaded him,

religious leaders  plotted against  Jesus,  and soon persecution would fall  on the

church.  Both  divine  power  and  demonic  opposition  intensified.  The  kingdom's

advance  has  always  provoked  conflict—Satan  doesn't  yield  territory  peacefully.

Jesus warned His followers to expect tribulation (John 16:33), yet promised the

gates of hell wouldn't prevail against His church (Matthew 16:18).

Related Passages

Genesis 1:1 — Creation of heavens and earth 

Colossians 1:16 — All things created through Christ 

Study Questions

How does this verse challenge passive, convenience-focused approaches to

Christianity?

What does it mean to 'press into' the kingdom with spiritual violence or

intensity?

How do you see both divine power and spiritual opposition intensifying in

response to genuine gospel advance today?

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Interlinear Text

ἀπὸ
from
G575

δὲ
And
G1161

τῶν
G3588

ἡμερῶν
the days

G2250

Ἰωάννου
of John
G2491

τοῦ
G3588

βαπτιστοῦ
the Baptist

G910

ἕως
until
G2193

ἄρτι
now
G737

ἡ
G3588

βασιλεία
the kingdom

G932

τῶν
G3588

οὐρανῶν
of heaven

G3772

βιάζεται
suffereth violence

G971

καὶ
and
G2532

βιασταὶ
the violent

G973

ἁρπάζουσιν
by force

G726

αὐτήν
it

G846

Additional Cross-References

Luke 16:16 (Kingdom): The law and the prophets were until John: since that time

the kingdom of God is preached, and every man presseth into it.

Luke 13:24 (Parallel theme): Strive to enter in at the strait gate: for many, I say

unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall not be able.

Philippians 2:12 (Parallel  theme):  Wherefore,  my beloved,  as  ye  have  always

obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out

your own salvation with fear and trembling.

John 6:27 (Parallel theme): Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that

meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto

you: for him hath God the Father sealed.

From KJV Study • kjvstudy.org 

3


	Matthew 11:12
	Analysis
	Historical Context
	Related Passages
	Study Questions
	Interlinear Text
	Additional Cross-References


