Mark 5:37

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And he suffered no man to follow him, save Peter, and James,

and John the brother of James.

Analysis

And he suffered no man to follow him, save Peter, and James, and John the
brother of James. Jesus' selective limitation of witnesses demonstrates wise
discernment in ministry contexts. 'He suffered no man to follow' (00K a&@fkeD
ov6éva  pet’  adToD ovvakolovOfjoal, ouk aphéken oudena met' autou
synakolouthesai) shows Jesus exercising authority over who accompanied Him. He
permitted only 'Peter, James, and John'—His inner circle who would later witness
the Transfiguration (Mark 9:2) and Gethsemane agony (Mark 14:33). This selective
disclosure wasn't favoritism but strategic preparation.

Several reasons for limiting witnesses:

1. respecting the family's privacy during grief

2. preventing sensational publicity that would hinder Jesus' ministry

3. preparing three disciples for future leadership through witnessing this
preview of resurrection power

4. avoiding mockery from faithless crowds who didn't believe anyway,

5. teaching that some divine works occur in intimate settings, not public
spectacles.

Jesus' ministry balanced public teaching with private moments of deeper
revelation to prepared hearts. Reformed theology emphasizes that God reveals
Himself progressively—deeper truths to those prepared to receive them (Matthew
13:11). Not all truth is for all people at all times; spiritual readiness matters. These



three disciples received special training because they would bear special
responsibilities in the early church.

Historical Context

Peter, James, and John formed Jesus' innermost circle among the Twelve. Peter
would become the early church's primary spokesman (Acts 2-12), James would be
the first apostolic martyr (Acts 12:2), and John would write five New Testament
books and serve as elder statesman of the late first-century church. Their selection
for this event, the Transfiguration, and Gethsemane prepared them for crucial
leadership roles. In first-century rabbinic practice, teachers often shared deeper
teachings with select advanced students while giving basic instruction to larger
groups. Jesus followed this pattern, providing public parables for crowds but
private explanations for disciples (Mark 4:33-34). The limitation of witnesses to
three served legal purposes—Jewish law required two or three witnesses to
establish testimony (Deuteronomy 19:15). These three could later verify that the
girl was truly dead and Jesus genuinely raised her. Early church tradition suggests
these inner-circle experiences profoundly shaped the three apostles' later
ministries—Peter's sermons emphasized resurrection power, James died boldly for
his faith, and John's writings stressed Jesus' divine identity.

Related Passages

1 John 4:8 — God is love

1 Corinthians 13:4 — Characteristics of love

Study Questions

1. How does Jesus' selective disclosure challenge modern demands for all
information to be public and immediately accessible to everyone?
2. What does the preparation of Peter, James, and John through witnessing this

miracle teach about God's strategic equipping of leaders for future ministry?



Interlinear Text

Kol OUK Q@iKey o0LOEVA oOT® oLVPaKoOAoLOoOl &1 1N

And 63756 he suffered no man him to follow G1487 63361
62532 G863 63762 G846 64870

ITétpor kKol Toxkwpov kKol Twdvvny TOV AbeA@OD

Peter And James And John G3588  the brother
64074 62532 62385 62532 62491 680

Takwpov

James
62385

Additional Cross-References

Acts 9:40 (References Peter): But Peter put them all forth, and kneeled down, and
prayed; and turning him to the body said, Tabitha, arise. And she opened her eyes:
and when she saw Peter, she sat up.

Mark 14:33 (References Peter): And he taketh with him Peter and James and
John, and began to be sore amazed, and to be very heavy;

Mark 9:2 (References Peter): And after six days Jesus taketh with him Peter, and
James, and John, and leadeth them up into an high mountain apart by themselves:
and he was transfigured before them.

2 Corinthians 13:1 (Parallel theme): This is the third time I am coming to you. In
the mouth of two or three witnesses shall every word be established.
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