
Malachi 4:6
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and

the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come and

smite the earth with a curse. 

Analysis

And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of

the children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse.

This is the Old Testament's final verse—a sobering warning and gracious promise.

The promised Elijah (v.  5,  fulfilled in John the Baptist  per Matthew 11:14) will

accomplish  family/covenant  restoration.  "Turn  the  heart"  (heshiv  lev)  means

genuine  repentance  and  reconciliation,  not  superficial  change.  Fathers  and

children represent generational continuity in covenant faithfulness.

The phrase warns: without this restoration, God will "smite the earth with a curse"

(cherem). Cherem means utter destruction, ban, or devoted to destruction—the

most  severe  covenant  curse.  Why  such  drastic  consequence?  Because  broken

families reflect broken covenant relationship with God. John the Baptist's ministry

prepared  hearts  for  Messiah  by  calling  Israel  to  repentance,  restoring  right

relationships vertically (with God) and horizontally (with family/community).

This verse bridges testaments. The Old Testament ends with warning; the New

Testament  begins  with  gospel  hope.  Luke  1:17  directly  quotes  this  verse,

explaining John will go before the Lord "in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the

hearts of the fathers to the children." Christ came to break the curse through His

death (Galatians 3:13) and reconcile both Jews and Gentiles to God and each other

(Ephesians 2:14-18).  Yet  the warning remains:  reject  God's  reconciling work in
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Christ  and  face  the  curse.  The  gospel  creates  new  covenant  families  where

spiritual bonds unite believers across generations.

Historical Context

Malachi  concluded  canonical  Old  Testament  prophecy  around  430  BC.  Four

centuries of prophetic silence followed until John the Baptist. During those 400

years,  Jewish  families  maintained  covenant  identity  through  Torah  observance,

circumcision, Sabbath keeping, and temple worship. Yet by Jesus's time, many had

reduced faith to external ritual while hearts remained unchanged. John's ministry

broke the silence, calling Israel back to covenant faithfulness and preparing them

for Messiah. His message of repentance, baptism, and coming judgment fulfilled

Malachi's promise. Jesus later explained that John was the promised Elijah 'if ye

will  receive  it'  (Matthew 11:14)—meaning  those  who  accepted  John's  message

recognized him as fulfillment. The threatened curse fell on those who rejected both

John  and  Jesus—culminating  in  Jerusalem's  destruction  (AD  70),  which  Jesus

prophesied with tears (Luke 19:41-44). Yet believers escaped the curse through

Christ, who was made a curse for us (Galatians 3:13), reconciling us to God and to

each other.

Related Passages

Romans 2:1 — Judging others 

Revelation 20:12 — Judgment according to deeds 

Study Questions

How does family reconciliation relate to covenant faithfulness and gospel

proclamation?

What generational conflicts or divisions need Christ's reconciling power in

your family or church?

How did Christ fulfill this prophecy by breaking the curse and creating

reconciled community?

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Why does the Old Testament end with warning rather than unqualified

promise?

Interlinear Text

יב והְֵשִׁ
And he shall turn

H7725

ב ולְֵ
and the heart

H3820

ם אֲבוֹתָ
of the fathers

H1

עַל
H5921

ים ִ בנָּ
of the children

H1121

ב ולְֵ
and the heart

H3820

ים ִ בנָּ
of the children

H1121

עַל
H5921

ם אֲבוֹתָ
of the fathers

H1

פּןֶ
H6435

וֹא אָב
lest I come

H935

י והְִכיֵּתִ
and smite

H5221

אֶת
H853

רץֶ הָאָ
the earth

H776

חֵֽרםֶ׃
with a curse

H2764

Additional Cross-References

Isaiah 11:4 (Parallel theme): But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and

reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: and he shall smite the earth with the

rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked.

Daniel 9:11 (Curse): Yea, all Israel have transgressed thy law, even by departing,

that they might not obey thy voice; therefore the curse is poured upon us, and the

oath that  is  written in the law of  Moses the servant of  God,  because we have

sinned against him.

Revelation 19:15 (Parallel theme):  And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword,

that with it he should smite the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron:

and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.

Isaiah 61:2 (Parallel theme):  To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and

the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn;

Isaiah 65:15 (Curse): And ye shall leave your name for a curse unto my chosen:

for the Lord GOD shall slay thee, and call his servants by another name:

4. 
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Revelation 22:3 (Curse): And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God

and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants shall serve him:

Isaiah 43:28 (Curse): Therefore I have profaned the princes of the sanctuary, and

have given Jacob to the curse, and Israel to reproaches.

Isaiah 24:6 (Curse):  Therefore hath the curse devoured the earth, and they that

dwell therein are desolate: therefore the inhabitants of the earth are burned, and

few men left.

Zechariah 13:8 (Parallel theme):  And it shall come to pass, that in all the land,

saith the LORD, two parts therein shall be cut off and die; but the third shall be left

therein.

Zechariah 14:12 (Parallel  theme):  And this shall  be the plague wherewith the

LORD will smite all the people that have fought against Jerusalem; Their flesh shall

consume away while they stand upon their feet, and their eyes shall consume away

in their holes, and their tongue shall consume away in their mouth.
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