
Malachi 3:11
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not

destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast

her fruit before the time in the field, saith the LORD of hosts. 

Analysis

And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the

fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time

in  the  field,  saith  the  LORD of  hosts. Following  the  promise  of  abundant

blessing (v. 10), God specifies protection from agricultural disaster. I will rebuke

the  devourer (ֵב�ָּאֹכל לָּכםֶ  ִּי  ָּעַרתְ� ,וגְ  vega'arti  lakhem  ba-okhel)  promises  divine

intervention against whatever destroys crops—locusts (Joel 1:4), drought, blight,

or other pests. The verb ָּעַר� ג  (ga'ar) means to rebuke sharply, as Jesus rebuked

demons and storms (Mark 4:39).

The devourer (ֵהָּאֹכל, ha-okhel, literally "the eater") could refer to literal pests or

spiritual  forces  behind  agricultural  failure.  When  Israel  lived  in  covenant

obedience,  God  protected  harvests;  in  disobedience,  He  withdrew  protection

(Deuteronomy 28:38-42). The promise that vines won't cast her fruit before the

time (ב�שַ��ָּדֶה �פֶןֶ  הַג �לֵ  ,תשְ�ַכ  teshakkel  ha-gefen  ba-sadeh)  means  grapes  won't  drop

prematurely before ripening—ensuring full harvest. The verb ַש�ָּכל (shakhal) means

to miscarry or be bereaved, here applied to fruit-bearing.

This  promise connects faithfulness with flourishing—those who honor God with

tithes  receive  supernatural  protection  of  their  productivity.  Yet  the  principle

transcends agriculture: God promises to guard and multiply the resources of those

who trust Him with generous giving. This doesn't guarantee material prosperity

1



(prosperity gospel distortion) but reveals God's commitment to provide for those

who prioritize His kingdom (Matthew 6:33).

Historical Context

Ancient Near Eastern agriculture was precarious—dependent on seasonal rains,

vulnerable  to  locusts,  subject  to  drought  and  disease.  A  single  plague  could

devastate  a  year's  crops.  Israel's  covenant  with  God  included  promises  of

agricultural  blessing  for  obedience  (Deuteronomy  28:1-12)  and  curse  for

disobedience (28:15-24). Malachi's generation experienced failed harvests (Haggai

1:6-11),  which  they  interpreted  as  God's  abandonment  rather  than  their  own

disobedience.  God  promises  that  when  they  return  to  faithful  tithing,  He  will

restore protection and productivity. This mirrors the pattern throughout Israel's

history: obedience brings blessing, disobedience brings curse, repentance restores

relationship and prosperity. The New Testament applies this principle spiritually:

those who sow generously reap generously (2 Corinthians 9:6), and God provides

seed to the sower (2 Corinthians 9:10).

Related Passages

John 3:16 — God's love and salvation 

Romans 10:9 — Confession and belief for salvation 

Study Questions

How does God's promise to protect the productivity of faithful givers

challenge our anxiety about financial security?

What does this verse teach about the connection between obedience and

flourishing in God's economy?

How do we apply this agricultural promise to modern contexts of work,

ministry, and stewardship?

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Interlinear Text

י ִּ ָּעַרתְ� וגְ
And I will rebuke

H1605

לָּכםֶ
H0

ל �ָּאֹֽכֵ ב
the devourer

H398

ולְֹֽא
H3808

ת ישַ�ְחִּ
for your sakes and he shall not destroy

H7843

ם לָּכֶ
H0

אֶת
H853

י ִּ רְ פ�
the fruits

H6529

ה הָּאֲדָּמָּ
of your ground

H127

ולְֹא
H3808

ל ֵ� תשְ�ַכ
cast her fruit

H7921

ם לָּכֶ
H0

פןֶ ֶ� הַג
neither shall your vine

H1612

ה ב�שַ��ָּדֶ
before the time in the field

H7704

ר אָּמַ
saith
H559

ה ָּ יהְו
the LORD

H3068

צבְָּאֽוֹת׃
of hosts

H6635

Additional Cross-References

Deuteronomy 11:14 (Parallel theme): That I will give you the rain of your land in

his due season, the first rain and the latter rain, that thou mayest gather in thy

corn, and thy wine, and thine oil.

Joel 2:22 (Parallel theme): Be not afraid, ye beasts of the field: for the pastures of

the wilderness do spring, for the tree beareth her fruit, the fig tree and the vine do

yield their strength.

Zechariah 8:12 (Parallel theme): For the seed shall be prosperous; the vine shall

give her fruit, and the ground shall give her increase, and the heavens shall give

their dew; and I will cause the remnant of this people to possess all these things.

Joel 2:20 (Parallel theme):  But I will remove far off from you the northern army,

and will drive him into a land barren and desolate, with his face toward the east

sea, and his hinder part toward the utmost sea, and his stink shall come up, and

his ill savour shall come up, because he hath done great things.

Joel 1:4 (Parallel theme):  That which the palmerworm hath left hath the locust

eaten; and that which the locust hath left hath the cankerworm eaten; and that

which the cankerworm hath left hath the caterpiller eaten.
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