
Malachi 3:1
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the

way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly

come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant,

whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of

hosts. 

Analysis

Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me:

and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the

messenger of the covenant,  whom ye delight in:  behold,  he shall  come,

saith the LORD of hosts.

This  verse  stands as  one of  the  most  explicit  Messianic  prophecies  in  the  Old

Testament, foretelling both the forerunner and the coming of the Lord Himself.

The Hebrew phrase ָהָ־דֶרךְֶ לפְנָי� �פנִ and he shall prepare" ,(u-finnah-derekh lefanai) ו

the  way  before  me,"  speaks  of  the  ministry  of  John  the  Baptist,  whom Christ

Himself  identified as  the  messenger  sent  to  prepare  His  way  (Matthew 11:10,

Mark 1:2, Luke 7:27). This messenger would call Israel to repentance and make

ready a people prepared for the Lord. Yet the verse immediately transitions to a far

greater figure: "the Lord, whom ye seek." The term הָאָדוֹן (ha-Adon), "the Lord" or

"the  Master,"  denotes  sovereign  authority  and  divine  ownership,  pointing

unmistakably to the Messiah who would come to His temple.

The  prophecy  describes  this  coming  Lord  as  "the  messenger  of  the  covenant"

identifying Him as the one who both mediates and ,(mal'akh ha-berit ,מַלאְַךְ הַב�רְיִת)

fulfills the covenant promises of God. This is no mere human messenger, but the
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divine-human Mediator who would establish the New Covenant in His blood. The

phrase "whom ye delight in" reveals that Israel professed to long for the Messiah's

coming, yet as the following verses warn, they were unprepared for the refining

judgment He would bring. The repetition of "behold" at the verse's beginning and

end emphasizes the certainty and solemnity of this divine promise. This is the word

of  "the  LORD  of  hosts" צבְאָוֹת)  ,יהְוהָ   Yahweh  Tzeva'ot),  the  covenant  God  who

commands all the armies of heaven and earth.

The dual  reference to  "my temple"  carries  profound theological  weight.  In  the

immediate context, it pointed to the second temple in Jerusalem, which stood in

Malachi's day and into which Jesus would indeed come during His earthly ministry

(Matthew 21:12-13, John 2:13-17). Yet there is a deeper sense: Christ Himself is

the  true  temple,  the  meeting  place  between  God  and  man  (John  2:19-21).

Furthermore,  His  body,  the  Church,  becomes  the  temple  of  the  living  God  (1

Corinthians  3:16-17,  Ephesians  2:19-22).  The  prophecy  thus  encompasses  both

advents of Christ—His first coming to the physical temple in humiliation, and His

second coming to His spiritual temple in glory. The sudden nature of His coming

תִאְֹם) ,פ�  pit'om) suggests both the unexpected timing and the swift judgment He

would execute, themes developed in the subsequent verses about the refiner's fire.

Historical Context

Malachi prophesied during the post-exilic period, likely between 450-400 BC, after

the Jews had returned from Babylonian captivity  and rebuilt  the temple under

Zerubbabel. This was a time of spiritual decline and religious formalism in Judah.

The people maintained the external forms of temple worship but their hearts had

grown cold  toward  God,  as  evidenced  throughout  Malachi's  prophecy  by  their

corrupt offerings, intermarriage with pagans, and questioning of God's justice. The

phrase "whom ye seek" carries an ironic tone—the people complained that God

had abandoned them and demanded to know where the "God of judgment" was

(Malachi 2:17), yet they were utterly unprepared for His actual appearing.

The historical  context  of  temple worship illuminates this  prophecy.  The second

temple, though impressive, lacked the glory of Solomon's temple—it had no Ark of

the Covenant, no Urim and Thummim, no visible Shekinah glory. The elderly men
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who  remembered  the  first  temple  wept  when  they  saw  the  foundation  of  the

second (Ezra 3:12). Yet Malachi prophesies that the true glory of this house would

come when the Lord Himself entered it. This was literally fulfilled when Jesus, the

incarnate Son of God, walked in the temple courts and taught there. The prophet

Haggai had similarly promised, "The desire of all nations shall come: and I will fill

this house with glory" (Haggai 2:7).

The  reference  to  the  messenger  who  would  prepare  the  way  was  fulfilled

approximately 400 years after Malachi,  when John the Baptist  appeared in the

wilderness of Judea, preaching repentance and baptizing at the Jordan River. John

explicitly identified himself as the fulfillment of this prophecy, quoting Isaiah 40:3:

"I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord"

(John 1:23). His ministry of calling Israel to repentance, his baptism of Jesus, and

his testimony to Christ as the Lamb of God all served to prepare the way for the

Lord's public ministry. The 400 years of prophetic silence between Malachi and

John underscore the patience of God and the precision of His timing.

The cultural  expectation of  a  coming deliverer  was widespread in  first-century

Judaism, but most anticipated a political-military messiah who would overthrow

Roman rule  and restore  Israel's  kingdom.  This  misunderstanding helps  explain

why many rejected Jesus despite the clear fulfillment of prophecy in His life and

ministry. They "delighted" in the idea of the Messiah but were not prepared for a

suffering servant who would come first to deal with sin before establishing His

earthly kingdom. The warning in the following verses about enduring "the day of

his  coming"  proved  tragically  prophetic,  as  most  of  Israel  stumbled  over  the

stumbling stone (Romans 9:32-33).

Related Passages

John 3:16 — God's love and salvation 

Ephesians 2:8 — Salvation by grace through faith 

Romans 2:1 — Judging others 

Revelation 20:12 — Judgment according to deeds 

3



Study Questions

Am I truly prepared for Christ's coming, or do I merely profess to desire His

appearing while clinging to sins and worldly comforts that His refining fire

would consume?

How does recognizing Jesus as "the messenger of the covenant" deepen my

understanding of His role as the Mediator between God and man, and how

should this affect my approach to Him in prayer and worship?

In what ways does my life need the purifying work of Christ as described in

the following verses, and am I willing to submit to His refining process even

when it is painful?

Interlinear Text

י ִ הִננְ
H2005

שֹׁלחֵַ
Behold I will send

H7971

ְ ך �מַלאְַ ו
even the messenger

H4397

�הָ �פנִ ו
and he shall prepare

H6437

ְ רךֶ דֶ
the way

H1870

י ָ לפְנָ
before
H6440

�פתִאְֹם ו
shall suddenly

H6597

א בָ
come
H935

אֶל
H413

וֹ הֵיכלָ
to his temple

H1964

וֹן׀ הָאָד
me and the Lord

H113

אֲשֶׁר
H834

ם אַת�ֶ
H859

ים מְבקְַשִׁ
whom ye seek

H1245

ְ ך �מַלאְַ ו
even the messenger

H4397

ית הַב�רְִ
of the covenant

H1285

אֲשֶׁר
H834

ם אַת�ֶ
H859

חֲפצֵיִם
whom ye delight

H2655

�הֵ הִנ
H2009

א בָ
come
H935

ר אָמַ
saith
H559

ה ָ יהְו
the LORD

H3068

צבְאָֽוֹת׃
of hosts

H6635

Additional Cross-References

Malachi 4:5 (References Lord): Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before

the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD:

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Luke 1:76 (References Lord):  And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the

Highest: for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways;

Isaiah 63:9 (Parallel theme): In all their affliction he was afflicted, and the angel

of his presence saved them: in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; and he

bare them, and carried them all the days of old.

Acts 19:4 (Parallel theme): Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism

of  repentance,  saying  unto  the  people,  that  they  should  believe  on  him which

should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.

Malachi 2:7 (References Lord): For the priest's lips should keep knowledge, and

they should seek the law at his mouth: for he is the messenger of the LORD of

hosts.

Exodus 23:20 (Parallel theme): Behold, I send an Angel before thee, to keep thee

in the way, and to bring thee into the place which I have prepared.

Luke 19:47 (Temple): And he taught daily in the temple. But the chief priests and

the scribes and the chief of the people sought to destroy him,

Isaiah 9:6 (Parallel theme): For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and

the  government  shall  be  upon  his  shoulder:  and  his  name  shall  be  called

Wonderful,  Counsellor,  The  mighty  God,  The  everlasting  Father,  The  Prince  of

Peace.

Isaiah 7:14 (References Lord):  Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign;

Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.

Acts 7:38 (Parallel theme):  This is he, that was in the church in the wilderness

with the angel which spake to him in the mount Sina, and with our fathers: who

received the lively oracles to give unto us:

From KJV Study • kjvstudy.org 

5


	Malachi 3:1
	Analysis
	Historical Context
	Related Passages
	Study Questions
	Interlinear Text
	Additional Cross-References


