
Malachi 2:4
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And ye shall know that I have sent this commandment unto

you, that my covenant might be with Levi, saith the LORD of

hosts. 

Analysis

And ye shall know that I have sent this commandment unto you, that my

covenant  might  be  with  Levi,  saith  the  LORD of  hosts. God  explains  the

purpose of His rebuke (vv. 1-3): to preserve His covenant with Levi. My covenant

might  be  with  Levi (ִאֶת־לוֵי ב�ְּריִתיִ  ,להְִּיוֹת   lihyot  beriti  et-Levi)  refers  to  God's

covenant with the Levitical priesthood (Numbers 25:12-13, Deuteronomy 33:8-11,

Nehemiah 13:29). God chose Levi's descendants for priestly service, granting them

perpetual priesthood conditional on faithfulness. The rebuke aims at restoration,

not destruction—God desires to maintain covenant relationship.

This demonstrates a crucial theological principle: God's discipline serves covenant

preservation. He rebukes those He loves to restore them to faithfulness (Proverbs

3:11-12,  Hebrews  12:5-11,  Revelation  3:19).  The  Levitical  covenant  pointed

forward  to  Christ,  the  perfect  High  Priest  whose  priesthood  supersedes  Levi's

(Hebrews 7:11-28).

Historical Context

The Levitical covenant granted Aaron's line (tribe of Levi) exclusive priestly rights

and responsibilities. This arrangement was meant to be permanent (Exodus 29:9,

40:15, Numbers 25:13), yet conditional on faithful service. When priests violated

their covenant, they forfeited blessing. Yet God's ultimate purpose was to bring the

true High Priest—Jesus Christ—who would establish a new and better covenant.
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The  Levitical  system  was  always  preparatory,  pointing  to  Christ's  perfect

priesthood (Hebrews 8:1-13, 10:1-18).

Related Passages

John 3:16 — God's love and salvation 

Romans 10:9 — Confession and belief for salvation 

Study Questions

How does God's discipline serve to preserve covenant relationship rather

than destroy it?

What does the Levitical covenant teach us about Christ's superior priesthood?

How should church discipline today reflect God's restorative purpose in

rebuking His people?

Interlinear Text

ם ויִֽדַעְּת�ֶ
And ye shall know

H3045

י ִ� כ
H3588

יִ חְּת� ַ� שִׁל
that I have sent

H7971

ם אֲליֵכֶ
H413

ת אֵ
H853

ה ָ הַמ�ִצְּו
this commandment

H4687

את ֹ� הַז
H2063

וֹת להְִּֽי
H1961

ב�ְּריִתיִ
unto you that my covenant

H1285

אֶת
H854

י ִ לוֵ
might be with Levi

H3878

ר אָמַ
saith
H559

ה ָ ְּהו י
the LORD

H3068

צְּבאָֽוֹת׃
of hosts

H6635

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Additional Cross-References

Numbers 3:12 (Parallel  theme):  And I,  behold,  I  have taken the Levites  from

among the children of Israel instead of all the firstborn that openeth the matrix

among the children of Israel: therefore the Levites shall be mine;

Ezekiel 38:23 (References Lord): Thus will I magnify myself, and sanctify myself;

and I will be known in the eyes of many nations, and they shall know that I am the

LORD.

Jeremiah 28:9 (Word): The prophet which prophesieth of peace, when the word of

the prophet shall come to pass, then shall the prophet be known, that the LORD

hath truly sent him.

Matthew 3:12 (Parallel theme):  Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly

purge his floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; but he will burn up the chaff

with unquenchable fire.

John 15:2 (Parallel theme):  Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh

away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth

more fruit.
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