
Malachi 2:1
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And now, O ye priests, this commandment is for you. 

Analysis

And now, O ye priests, this commandment is for you. This verse opens God's

second  oracle  of  rebuke  in  Malachi,  shifting  focus  from  the  people's  corrupt

worship (1:6-14) to address the priesthood directly.  The Hebrew  ve'attah (ָּה ,ועְַת�

"and now") serves as a solemn transition marker,  indicating divine judgment is

imminent. The vocative  hakohanim (ֹּהֲניִם� ,הַכ  "O ye priests")  emphasizes personal

accountability—these spiritual leaders cannot hide among the masses.

The term  mitzvah (ָּה commandment") refers not to a new decree but to the" ,מִצוְ

covenant obligations established through Moses and Aaron. God's "commandment"

encompasses  the  entire  Levitical  code  governing  priestly  conduct,  particularly

their  duty  to  teach  truth,  model  holiness,  and  offer  acceptable  sacrifices.  The

priests  had  violated  their  sacred  trust  by  offering  defiled  sacrifices,  showing

partiality, and teaching falsehood (2:8-9).

This  direct  address  underscores  a  crucial  biblical  principle:  greater  privilege

brings  greater  responsibility  (Luke  12:48).  The  priests  who  should  have  been

mediators between God and people had become stumbling blocks. Their failure

prefigures  the  need  for  a  perfect  High  Priest—Jesus  Christ—who  fulfills  all

righteousness and never corrupts  God's  covenant  (Hebrews 7:26-28).  Malachi's

indictment reminds all spiritual leaders that God holds them to exacting standards

for the sake of His people's souls.
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Historical Context

Malachi prophesied around 450-400 BCE during the post-exilic period, after Jews

returned  from  Babylonian  captivity  and  rebuilt  the  temple  (516  BCE).  Initial

spiritual  enthusiasm had  declined  into  apathy  and  corruption.  The  priesthood,

descended  from Aaron  through  Zadok,  had  grown  complacent  and  mercenary,

offering blemished animals and treating sacred duties with contempt.

Historical context reveals that Ezra and Nehemiah's earlier reforms (458-430 BCE)

had temporarily restored proper worship, but backsliding occurred. The priests

controlled temple operations,  religious instruction,  and mediation between God

and people. Their corruption meant the entire spiritual infrastructure of Israel was

compromised. They violated Leviticus 22:17-25, which explicitly forbade defective

sacrifices.

The  phrase  "this  commandment"  would  have  reminded  hearers  of  the  Aaronic

covenant (Numbers 25:12-13), which promised perpetual priesthood contingent on

faithfulness. By Malachi's time, priests had become self-serving rather than God-

serving, foreshadowing the corruption Jesus would confront in the temple during

His  earthly  ministry.  This  historical  failure  demonstrates  why  Christ's  perfect

priesthood was necessary for true mediation.

Related Passages

Romans 1:17 — The righteous shall live by faith 

Hebrews 11:1 — Definition of faith 

Study Questions

How does spiritual leadership accountability in this passage apply to pastors,

elders, and teachers today?

In what ways might we show contempt for God's worship through our

attitudes, offerings, or service?
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What characteristics of Christ's perfect priesthood contrast with the failures

of Malachi's priests?

How should understanding priestly responsibility shape our expectations and

prayers for church leaders?

What warning does this verse give about the danger of religious ritualism

without genuine heart devotion?

Interlinear Text

ה ועְַת�ָּ
H6258

ם אֲליֵכֶ
H413

ה ָּ הַמ�ִצוְ
this commandment

H4687

את ֹּ� הַז
H2063

�ֹּהֲניִֽם׃ הַכ
And now O ye priests

H3548

Additional Cross-References

Jeremiah 13:13 (Parallel theme):  Then shalt thou say unto them, Thus saith the

LORD, Behold, I will fill all the inhabitants of this land, even the kings that sit upon

David's  throne,  and  the  priests,  and  the  prophets,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of

Jerusalem, with drunkenness.

Malachi  1:6 (Parallel  theme):  A  son  honoureth  his  father,  and  a  servant  his

master: if then I be a father, where is mine honour? and if I be a master, where is

my fear? saith the LORD of hosts unto you, O priests, that despise my name. And

ye say, Wherein have we despised thy name?

Hosea 5:1 (Parallel  theme):  Hear ye this,  O priests;  and hearken, ye house of

Israel; and give ye ear, O house of the king; for judgment is toward you, because ye

have been a snare on Mizpah, and a net spread upon Tabor.
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