Luke 6:32

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

For if ye love them which love you, what thank have ye? for

sinners also love those that love them.

Analysis

If ye love them which love you what thank have ye for sinners also love those that
love them. If ei conditional. Love agapate sacrificial love. Them which love tous
agapontas those loving. What thank charis grace credit. Have ye humin for you.
Sinners hamartoloi moral failures. Also kai even. Love those that love reciprocal
affection natural. Challenge to exceed natural love. Love for enemies next (v. 27).
Love that loves back is not extraordinary. Even pagans do this. Christian love
exceeds reciprocity. Love because God loved. Reformed theology emphasizes grace
enables supernatural love. Natural man cannot love enemies. Regenerated heart

empowered by Spirit can.

Historical Context

Reciprocal love is natural pagans atheists do this. Love family friends those who
benefit you. Christian distinctiveness is enemy love (v. 27). This supernatural
requires grace. Old covenant love neighbor hate enemy. Jesus new command love
enemies. Only possible through Holy Spirit. Fruit of Spirit is love (Gal 5:22). Early
church loved enemies prayed for persecutors. Martyrs forgave executioners.
Medieval Crusades often forgot this. Reformation recovered enemy love. Modern
church struggles loving across political lines. Need recover supernatural enemy

love distinguishes Christians.



Related Passages

1 John 4:8 — God is love
1 Corinthians 13:4 — Characteristics of love
Romans 2:1 — Judging others

Revelation 20:12 — Judgment according to deeds

Study Questions

1. Why is reciprocal love insufficient to demonstrate Christian distinctiveness?
2. How can believers love enemies when natural inclination is hatred?

Interlinear Text

Kol €l ayam®oly Touvg ayam®doly Lpag moilo vuiv
For if love G3588 love you what ye
G2532 G1487 G25 G25 G5209 G4169 G5213

YAP1C €0Tiv KAl yap ol OGPaPTwAol TOLC AYAIDo1D

thank have For for 63588 sinners G3588 love
65485 62076 62532 61063 G268 G25
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them love
G846 G25
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