Luke 24:51

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted

from them, and carried up into heaven.

Analysis

And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted from them, and
carried up into heaven (koal £yéveto &V T® €VAOYEIV AOTOV ADTOLG HiéoTn A’
aLTOD Kal QVEPEPETO €1¢ TOV oLPavOV). The ascension occurred during Jesus'
priestly benediction—en to eulogein (év T® €0Aoyeiv, "while blessing"). This recalls
the high priest's blessing at the temple and positions Jesus as eternal High Priest
(Hebrews 4:14-16, 7:24-25). The verb diesté (6iéotn, "was parted" or "was
separated") indicates a physical departure, while anephereto (dvegépeto, "was
carried up") describes passive divine action—God exalted Him.

The phrase eis ton ouranon (gi¢ Tov ovpavov, "into heaven") indicates Christ's
return to the Father's presence to assume His throne (Psalm 110:1, Philippians
2:9-11, Hebrews 1:3). The ascension completes Christ's redemptive work:
incarnation, crucifixion, resurrection, ascension, session at God's right hand, and
future return. Without ascension, Christ's work remains incomplete—He must
enter heaven as forerunner (Hebrews 6:19-20), intercede for believers (Romans
8:34, Hebrews 7:25), and send the Spirit (John 16:7, Acts 2:33).

Luke uniquely ends his Gospel with the ascension and begins Acts with expanded
detail (Acts 1:9-11). This literary structure emphasizes continuity—the Gospel
proclaims what Jesus 'began to do and teach' (Acts 1:1), while Acts records His
continued work through the Spirit-empowered church. Christ's ascension is not
absence but omnipresence—He is no longer limited to one geographic location but
reigns universally and indwells all believers (Matthew 28:20, Ephesians 1:20-23).



Historical Context

The ascension occurred forty days after resurrection (Acts 1:3) from the Mount of
Olives near Bethany (Luke 24:50, Acts 1:12). Ancient cosmology envisioned a
three-tiered universe (heaven above, earth, underworld below), but Scripture uses
phenomenological language—'heaven' indicates God's dwelling, not a physical
location in the sky. Christ's ascension fulfilled Old Testament typology: Enoch and
Elijah were taken to heaven (Genesis 5:24, 2 Kings 2:11), but Jesus ascended by
His own authority as divine Son. Jewish expectation focused on Messiah's earthly
reign; the disciples initially misunderstood, asking, 'Lord, wilt thou at this time
restore again the kingdom to Israel?' (Acts 1:6). Jesus redirected them to
worldwide mission empowered by the Spirit (Acts 1:8). Early Christians
proclaimed Christ's enthronement and awaited His return (Acts 3:19-21, 1
Thessalonians 4:16-17).

Related Passages

Psalm 19:1 — Heavens declare God's glory

Genesis 1:1 — Creation of heavens and earth

Study Questions

1. Why is Christ's ascension to heaven necessary for the completion of
redemption and the coming of the Holy Spirit?

2. How does Jesus blessing the disciples during His ascension demonstrate His
ongoing priestly ministry?

3. What does Christ's ascension teach about His present location, activity, and

relationship to believers on earth?



Interlinear Text

Kol  €YEVeTO EV  T® eLAoyely aDTOV aDTOV
And it came to pass while 63588 blessed he he
G2532 G1096 G1722 G2127 G846 G846

61éotn  am' adTOV Kol ADEPEPETO €IC TOV 0LPAVOD

he was parted from he And carried up into 3588 heaven
61339 G575 G846 62532 6399 61519 63772

Additional Cross-References

Acts 1:9 (Parallel theme): And when he had spoken these things, while they
beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight.

John 20:17 (Parallel theme): Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet
ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto
my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God.

2 Kings 2:11 (Parallel theme): And it came to pass, as they still went on, and
talked, that, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted
them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.

Hebrews 4:14 (Parallel theme): Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that
is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession.

Hebrews 1:3 (Parallel theme): Who being the brightness of his glory, and the
express image of his person, and upholding all things by the word of his power,
when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty
on high;

Mark 16:19 (Parallel theme): So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he
was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God.
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