Luke 23:46

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, he said, Father,
into thy hands I commend my spirit: and having said thus, he

gave up the ghost.

Analysis

Jesus' final words: 'Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit: and having said
thus, he gave up the ghost.' The prayer quotes Psalm 31:5, a bedtime prayer of
trust. Jesus consciously, voluntarily surrendered His spirit—He wasn't killed; He
laid down His life (John 10:18). The address 'Father' maintains intimate
relationship even in death. 'Commend' (Greek 'paratithemi,' mapotibnpul) means to
deposit for safekeeping—Jesus entrusts His spirit to the Father's care. '‘Gave up the
ghost' (Greek 'exepneusen,' £€émvevoep, breathed out) indicates Jesus' voluntary
death. This peaceful surrender contrasts His earlier agony, showing mission
accomplished, atonement complete.

Historical Context

Jesus' quoting Psalm 31:5 showed His trust in the Father even through death. His
death occurred after six hours on the cross (noon to 3pm darkness, v. 44). The
centurion witnessing this declared, 'Certainly this was a righteous man' (v. 47),
recognizing something extraordinary. Jesus' voluntary death fulfilled His prediction
that no one takes His life from Him—He lays it down (John 10:18). The torn temple
veil (v. 45) symbolized access to God opened through Jesus' death. His peaceful
surrender into the Father's hands models believers' death—we entrust our spirits

to God, confident of resurrection.



Related Passages

Psalm 19:1 — Heavens declare God's glory

Genesis 1:1 — Creation of heavens and earth

Study Questions

1. What does Jesus' voluntary surrender of His spirit teach about His death as
willing sacrifice rather than tragic murder?
2. How does Jesus' quoting Psalm 31:5 and commending His spirit to the Father

model trust for believers facing death?

Interlinear Text
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Additional Cross-References

Psalms 31:5 (Spirit): Into thine hand I commit my spirit: thou hast redeemed me,
O LORD God of truth.

Acts 7:59 (Spirit): And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord

Jesus, receive my spirit.

John 19:30 (Spirit): When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is
finished: and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost.



1 Peter 2:23 (Parallel theme): Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when
he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth
righteously:

From KJV Study ° kjvstudy.org



	Luke 23:46
	Analysis
	Historical Context
	Related Passages
	Study Questions
	Interlinear Text
	Additional Cross-References


