Leviticus 9:24

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And there came a fire out from before the LORD, and
consumed upon the altar the burnt offering and the fat: which

when all the people saw, they shouted, and fell on their faces.

Analysis

And there came a fire out from before the LORD, and consumed upon the
altar the burnt offering and the fat: which when all the people saw, they
shouted, and fell on their faces.

This verse falls within the section on Priests Begin Their Ministry. Aaron's first
official sacrifices as high priest, culminating in God's glory appearing and fire
consuming the offerings.

The five main offerings (burnt, grain, peace, sin, and guilt) addressed different
aspects of relationship with God, all fulfilled in Christ's comprehensive sacrifice.
Every sacrifice and ritual in Leviticus points forward to Jesus Christ, who fulfills
the entire sacrificial system as both perfect sacrifice and eternal high priest.

Historical Context

Aaron's first official sacrifices as high priest, culminating in God's glory appearing
and fire consuming the offerings. Chapters 8-10 describe the priesthood's
consecration and early ministry. Aaron and his sons received special anointing for
their mediatorial role between God and Israel. The tragic account of Nadab and
Abihu (ch. 10) demonstrates that approaching God requires reverence and
obedience. Ancient Near Eastern cultures had various sacrificial systems, but
Israel's sacrificial worship was unique in its ethical foundation, monotheistic



framework, and emphasis on atonement rather than appeasement. Unlike pagan
rituals focused on manipulating deities, Israel's sacrifices acknowledged God's
sovereignty and sought reconciliation based on His gracious provision. Ancient
texts like the Code of Hammurabi show that law codes were common in the
ancient Near East, but biblical law uniquely grounded ethics in God's character
rather than merely social convention.

Related Passages

1 John 4:8 — God is love
John 15:13 — Greatest form of love
Romans 2:1 — Judging others

Revelation 20:12 — Judgment according to deeds

Study Questions

1. What does this verse teach about the costliness of true worship and
dedication to God?

2. What does this verse teach about the seriousness of sin, the cost of
redemption, or the beauty of holiness?

3. In what practical ways should this verse influence your church life, family
relationships, or personal integrity?



Interlinear Text
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which when all the people they shouted and fell 15921 on their faces
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Additional Cross-References

Judges 6:21 (References Lord): Then the angel of the LORD put forth the end of
the staff that was in his hand, and touched the flesh and the unleavened cakes; and
there rose up fire out of the rock, and consumed the flesh and the unleavened
cakes. Then the angel of the LORD departed out of his sight.

Psalms 80:1 (Parallel theme): Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest
Joseph like a flock; thou that dwellest between the cherubims, shine forth.

1 Chronicles 21:26 (Sacrifice): And David built there an altar unto the LORD, and
offered burnt offerings and peace offerings, and called upon the LORD; and he
answered him from heaven by fire upon the altar of burnt offering.

Ezra 3:11 (References Lord): And they sang together by course in praising and
giving thanks unto the LORD; because he is good, for his mercy endureth for ever
toward Israel. And all the people shouted with a great shout, when they praised
the LORD, because the foundation of the house of the LORD was laid.

Revelation 7:11 (Parallel theme): And all the angels stood round about the
throne, and about the elders and the four beasts, and fell before the throne on
their faces, and worshipped God,

Revelation 4:9 (Parallel theme): And when those beasts give glory and honour
and thanks to him that sat on the throne, who liveth for ever and ever,



Revelation 5:8 (Parallel theme): And when he had taken the book, the four beasts
and four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, having every one of them
harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers of saints.

Exodus 3:2 (References Lord): And the angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a
flame of fire out of the midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush
burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed.

Matthew 26:39 (Parallel theme): And he went a little further, and fell on his face,
and prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me:
nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.

Genesis 15:17 (Parallel theme): And it came to pass, that, when the sun went
down, and it was dark, behold a smoking furnace, and a burning lamp that passed

between those pieces.
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