
Leviticus 8:23
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And he slew it; and Moses took of the blood of it, and put it

upon the tip of Aaron's right ear, and upon the thumb of his

right hand, and upon the great toe of his right foot. 

Analysis

And he slew it; and Moses took of the blood of it, and put it upon the tip of

Aaron's right ear, and upon the thumb of his right hand, and upon the

great toe of his right foot.

This  verse falls  within the section on  Consecration of Aaron and Sons.  The

ordination  ceremony  established  the  Aaronic  priesthood,  involving  washing,

anointing, and sacrifice—prefiguring Christ's priesthood.

The Aaronic priesthood mediated between God and Israel, offering sacrifices and

maintaining the tabernacle. This prefigured Christ's superior priesthood after the

order of Melchizedek. Leviticus 17:11 declares 'the life of the flesh is in the blood,'

establishing blood's sacred role in atonement, pointing to Christ's blood shed for

redemption. 

The New Testament reveals that Christ's sacrifice accomplishes what the Levitical

system could only symbolize—complete forgiveness and restoration of relationship

with God.

Historical Context

The ordination ceremony established the Aaronic priesthood, involving washing,

anointing, and sacrifice—prefiguring Christ's priesthood. Chapters 8-10 describe

the  priesthood's  consecration  and  early  ministry.  Aaron  and  his  sons  received
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special  anointing for their  mediatorial  role between God and Israel.  The tragic

account of Nadab and Abihu (ch. 10) demonstrates that approaching God requires

reverence and obedience.  Ancient Near Eastern cultures had various sacrificial

systems,  but  Israel's  sacrificial  worship  was  unique  in  its  ethical  foundation,

monotheistic framework, and emphasis on atonement rather than appeasement.

Unlike  pagan  rituals  focused  on  manipulating  deities,  Israel's  sacrifices

acknowledged God's sovereignty and sought reconciliation based on His gracious

provision. Ancient sacrificial texts from cultures surrounding Israel demonstrate

the  widespread  practice  of  animal  sacrifice,  but  Israel's  system  uniquely

emphasized moral atonement over magical efficacy.

Related Passages

James 2:17 — Faith and works 

Hebrews 11:1 — Definition of faith 

Study Questions

How does Christ's superior priesthood, prefigured in this verse, assure you of

access to God and effective intercession?

What does this verse teach about the seriousness of sin, the cost of

redemption, or the beauty of holiness?

In what ways does this verse challenge contemporary cultural values or your

personal attitudes?

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Interlinear Text

ט׀ ויַשְִּׁחָ
And he slew

H7819

ח ויַקִַּּ
took
H3947

מֹשֶׁה
it and Moses

H4872

וֹ ָּמ מִד
of the blood

H1818

ן ויַתִֵּּ
of it and put

H5414

עַל
H5921

ְ וךּ תּנְ
it upon the tip

H8571

אֹֽזןֶ
ear
H241

ן אַהֲרֹ
of Aaron's

H175

הַימְָניִֽת׃
of his right

H3233

ועְַל
H5921

הֶן ֹּ ב
and upon the great toe

H931

ידָוֹ
hand
H3027

הַימְָניִֽת׃
of his right

H3233

ועְַל
H5921

הֶן ֹּ ב
and upon the great toe

H931

וֹ רגַלְ
foot
H7272

הַימְָניִֽת׃
of his right

H3233

Additional Cross-References

Exodus 29:20 (Blood): Then shalt thou kill the ram, and take of his blood, and put

it upon the tip of the right ear of Aaron, and upon the tip of the right ear of his

sons, and upon the thumb of their right hand, and upon the great toe of their right

foot, and sprinkle the blood upon the altar round about.

Leviticus 14:17 (Blood):  And of the rest of the oil that is in his hand shall the

priest put upon the tip of the right ear of him that is to be cleansed, and upon the

thumb of his right hand, and upon the great toe of his right foot, upon the blood of

the trespass offering:

Leviticus  14:14 (Blood):  And  the  priest  shall  take  some  of  the  blood  of  the

trespass offering, and the priest shall put it upon the tip of the right ear of him that

is to be cleansed, and upon the thumb of his right hand, and upon the great toe of

his right foot:
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