
Leviticus 8:20
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And he cut the ram into pieces; and Moses burnt the head,

and the pieces, and the fat. 

Analysis

And he cut the ram into pieces; and Moses burnt the head, and the pieces,

and the fat.

This  verse falls  within the section on  Consecration of Aaron and Sons.  The

ordination  ceremony  established  the  Aaronic  priesthood,  involving  washing,

anointing, and sacrifice—prefiguring Christ's priesthood.

The New Testament reveals that Christ's sacrifice accomplishes what the Levitical

system could only symbolize—complete forgiveness and restoration of relationship

with God.

Historical Context

The ordination ceremony established the Aaronic priesthood, involving washing,

anointing, and sacrifice—prefiguring Christ's priesthood. Chapters 8-10 describe

the  priesthood's  consecration  and  early  ministry.  Aaron  and  his  sons  received

special  anointing for their  mediatorial  role between God and Israel.  The tragic

account of Nadab and Abihu (ch. 10) demonstrates that approaching God requires

reverence and obedience.  Ancient Near Eastern cultures had various sacrificial

systems,  but  Israel's  sacrificial  worship  was  unique  in  its  ethical  foundation,

monotheistic framework, and emphasis on atonement rather than appeasement.

Unlike  pagan  rituals  focused  on  manipulating  deities,  Israel's  sacrifices
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acknowledged God's sovereignty and sought reconciliation based on His gracious

provision. Ancient sacrificial texts from cultures surrounding Israel demonstrate

the  widespread  practice  of  animal  sacrifice,  but  Israel's  system  uniquely

emphasized moral atonement over magical efficacy.

Related Passages

Revelation 20:12 — Judgment according to deeds 

Matthew 25:31 — Final judgment 

Psalm 19:1 — Heavens declare God's glory 

Colossians 1:16 — All things created through Christ 

Study Questions

How does this verse point to Christ, and how does that deepen your faith and

gratitude?

What practical steps can you take this week to apply the principles taught in

this verse?

What does this verse teach about the seriousness of sin, the cost of

redemption, or the beauty of holiness?

Interlinear Text

ואְֶת
H853

יִל הָאַ
the ram

H352

ח נתִַּ
And he cut

H5408

ים הַנתְּחִָ
and the pieces

H5409

ר ויַקְַּטֵ
burnt
H6999

מֹשֶׁה
and Moses

H4872

אֶת
H853

אשׁ הָרֹ
the head

H7218

ואְֶת
H853

ים הַנתְּחִָ
and the pieces

H5409

ואְֶת
H853

הַפּדֶָֽר׃
and the fat

H6309
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