
Leviticus 8:2
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Take Aaron and his sons with him, and the garments, and the

anointing oil, and a bullock for the sin offering, and two rams,

and a basket of unleavened bread; 

Analysis

Take Aaron and his sons with him, and the garments, and the anointing oil,

and  a  bullock  for  the  sin  offering,  and  two  rams,  and  a  basket  of

unleavened bread;

This  verse falls  within the section on  Consecration of Aaron and Sons.  The

ordination  ceremony  established  the  Aaronic  priesthood,  involving  washing,

anointing, and sacrifice—prefiguring Christ's priesthood.

The Aaronic priesthood mediated between God and Israel, offering sacrifices and

maintaining the tabernacle. This prefigured Christ's superior priesthood after the

order of Melchizedek. The five main offerings (burnt, grain, peace, sin, and guilt)

addressed  different  aspects  of  relationship  with  God,  all  fulfilled  in  Christ's

comprehensive sacrifice. 

The holiness demanded in Leviticus becomes possible through Christ, who both

satisfies God's righteous requirements and transforms believers by His Spirit.

Historical Context

The ordination ceremony established the Aaronic priesthood, involving washing,

anointing, and sacrifice—prefiguring Christ's priesthood. Chapters 8-10 describe

the  priesthood's  consecration  and  early  ministry.  Aaron  and  his  sons  received

special  anointing for their  mediatorial  role between God and Israel.  The tragic
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account of Nadab and Abihu (ch. 10) demonstrates that approaching God requires

reverence and obedience.  Ancient Near Eastern cultures had various sacrificial

systems,  but  Israel's  sacrificial  worship  was  unique  in  its  ethical  foundation,

monotheistic framework, and emphasis on atonement rather than appeasement.

Unlike  pagan  rituals  focused  on  manipulating  deities,  Israel's  sacrifices

acknowledged God's sovereignty and sought reconciliation based on His gracious

provision. Ancient texts like the Code of Hammurabi show that law codes were

common in the ancient Near East, but biblical law uniquely grounded ethics in

God's character rather than merely social convention.

Related Passages

1 Corinthians 13:4 — Characteristics of love 

John 15:13 — Greatest form of love 

Matthew 25:31 — Final judgment 

Romans 2:1 — Judging others 

Study Questions

In what ways does this verse deepen your appreciation for Christ's atoning

sacrifice and the seriousness of sin?

How does Christ's superior priesthood, prefigured in this verse, assure you of

access to God and effective intercession?

What does this verse teach about the costliness of true worship and

dedication to God?

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Interlinear Text

ח קַ
Take
H3947

אֶֽת
H853

אַהֲרֹן
Aaron
H175

ואְֶת
H853

יו ָ בנָּ
and his sons

H1121

וֹ אִתּ
H854

ואְֵת
H853

ים הַבגְּדִָ
with him and the garments

H899

ת ואְֵ
H853

מֶן שֶׁ
oil
H8081

ה הַמִּשְׁחָ
and the anointing

H4888

ת׀ ואְֵ
H853

ר פַּ
and a bullock

H6499

את הַֽחַטָּ
for the sin offering

H2403

ואְֵת
H853

י ֵ שְׁנ
and two

H8147

ים הָֽאֵילִ
rams
H352

ת ואְֵ
H853

ל סַ
and a basket

H5536

הַמַּצוֹּֽת׃
of unleavened bread

H4682
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