
Leviticus 8:17
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

But the bullock, and his hide, his flesh, and his dung, he burnt

with fire without the camp; as the LORD commanded Moses. 

Analysis

But the bullock, and his hide, his flesh, and his dung, he burnt with fire

without the camp; as the LORD commanded Moses.

This  verse falls  within the section on  Consecration of Aaron and Sons.  The

ordination  ceremony  established  the  Aaronic  priesthood,  involving  washing,

anointing, and sacrifice—prefiguring Christ's priesthood.

Hebrews 9-10 explains how Christ's once-for-all sacrifice supersedes the repeated

Levitical offerings, providing permanent cleansing from sin.

Historical Context

The ordination ceremony established the Aaronic priesthood, involving washing,

anointing, and sacrifice—prefiguring Christ's priesthood. Chapters 8-10 describe

the  priesthood's  consecration  and  early  ministry.  Aaron  and  his  sons  received

special  anointing for their  mediatorial  role between God and Israel.  The tragic

account of Nadab and Abihu (ch. 10) demonstrates that approaching God requires

reverence and obedience.  Ancient Near Eastern cultures had various sacrificial

systems,  but  Israel's  sacrificial  worship  was  unique  in  its  ethical  foundation,

monotheistic framework, and emphasis on atonement rather than appeasement.

Unlike  pagan  rituals  focused  on  manipulating  deities,  Israel's  sacrifices

acknowledged God's sovereignty and sought reconciliation based on His gracious
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provision. Archaeological discoveries at sites like Ugarit reveal Canaanite religious

practices  Israel's  laws  explicitly  rejected,  confirming  the  Bible's  historical

reliability and the distinctiveness of Israelite worship.

Related Passages

Revelation 20:12 — Judgment according to deeds 

Matthew 25:31 — Final judgment 

Study Questions

How does understanding the purpose behind God's laws help you obey Him

from the heart rather than mere duty?

In what ways does this verse challenge contemporary cultural values or your

personal attitudes?

How can you use this verse to worship God more fully, obey Him more

faithfully, or love others more sacrificially?

Interlinear Text

ואְֶת
H853

ר הַפָּ
But the bullock

H6499

ואְֶת
H853

עֹרוֹ
and his hide

H5785

ואְֶת
H853

וֹ בשְָּׂר
his flesh

H1320

ואְֶת
H853

וֹ פּרִשְׁ
and his dung

H6569

ף שָׂרַ
he burnt

H8313

שׁ באֵָּ
with fire

H784

וץּ מִח
without

H2351

ה ֶ חֲנ למַַּֽ
the camp

H4264

ר כאֲַּֽשֶׁ
H834

ה ָּ צוִ
commanded

H6680

ה ָ יהְו
as the LORD

H3068

אֶת
H853

מֹשֶֽׁה׃
Moses
H4872

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Additional Cross-References

Exodus 29:14 (Parallel theme): But the flesh of the bullock, and his skin, and his

dung, shalt thou burn with fire without the camp: it is a sin offering.
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