
Leviticus 4:27
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And if any one of the common people sin through ignorance,

while he doeth somewhat against any of the commandments

of the LORD concerning things which ought not to be done,

and be guilty; 

Analysis

And if  any one of  the common people  sin  through ignorance,  while  he

doeth  somewhat  against  any  of  the  commandments  of  the  LORD

concerning things which ought not to be done, and be guilty;

This  verse  falls  within  the  section  on  Sin  Offerings.  The  sin  offering ,חַט�ָּאת) 

chattat) provided atonement for unintentional sins, addressing the defilement sin

causes in God's holy presence.

Every sacrifice and ritual in Leviticus points forward to Jesus Christ, who fulfills

the entire sacrificial system as both perfect sacrifice and eternal high priest.

Historical Context

The  sin  offering ,חַט�ָּאת)   chattat)  provided  atonement  for  unintentional  sins,

addressing the defilement sin causes in God's holy presence. Leviticus was given

to Israel at Mount Sinai, shortly after the tabernacle's construction described in

Exodus.  The  name  'Leviticus'  (from  Latin  Leviticus,  referring  to  the  Levites)

reflects its focus on priestly duties, though the Hebrew title  Wayyiqra ('And He

called')  emphasizes  God's  initiative  in  revealing  these  laws.  The  first  seven
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chapters detail the five main offerings, providing both worshiper instructions and

priestly procedures. Ancient Near Eastern cultures had various sacrificial systems,

but Israel's sacrificial worship was unique in its ethical foundation, monotheistic

framework, and emphasis on atonement rather than appeasement. Unlike pagan

rituals  focused  on  manipulating  deities,  Israel's  sacrifices  acknowledged  God's

sovereignty  and  sought  reconciliation  based  on  His  gracious  provision.  The

tabernacle's  design  parallels  ancient  Near  Eastern  temple  architecture,  yet  its

portable nature and absence of divine images distinguished it from pagan temples.

Related Passages

Revelation 20:12 — Judgment according to deeds 

Matthew 25:31 — Final judgment 

Study Questions

In what ways does this verse deepen your appreciation for Christ's atoning

sacrifice and the seriousness of sin?

How does understanding the purpose behind God's laws help you obey Him

from the heart rather than mere duty?

In what practical ways should this verse influence your church life, family

relationships, or personal integrity?

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Interlinear Text

ואְִם
H518

פשֶׁ ֶ נ
one
H5315

ת אַחַ
And if any

H259

א ת�חֱֶֽטָּ
sin
H2398

ה ָּגָּ בשְִׁג
through ignorance

H7684

ם מֵעַ
people
H5971

רץֶ הָּאָּ
of the common

H776

ָּה ינ תעֵָּשֶׂ
concerning things which ought not to be done

H6213

ת אַחַ
And if any

H259

ת מִמ�ִצוְֹ
of the commandments

H4687

ה ָּ יהְו
of the LORD

H3068

ר אֲשֶׁ
H834

לֹֽא
H3808

ָּה ינ תעֵָּשֶׂ
concerning things which ought not to be done

H6213

ואְָּשֵֽׁם׃
and be guilty

H816

Additional Cross-References

Leviticus 4:2 (Word): Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If a soul shall sin

through ignorance against  any  of  the  commandments  of  the  LORD concerning

things which ought not to be done, and shall do against any of them:

Numbers 15:27 (Sin): And if any soul sin through ignorance, then he shall bring a

she goat of the first year for a sin offering.

Leviticus  4:13 (Word):  And  if  the  whole  congregation  of  Israel  sin  through

ignorance, and the thing be hid from the eyes of the assembly, and they have done

somewhat against any of the commandments of the LORD concerning things which

should not be done, and are guilty;
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