
Leviticus 3:1
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And if his oblation be a sacrifice of peace offering, if he offer it

of the herd; whether it be a male or female, he shall offer it

without blemish before the LORD. 

Analysis

And if his oblation be a sacrifice of peace offering, if he offer it of the herd;

whether it be a male or female, he shall offer it without blemish before the

LORD.

This verse falls within the section on Peace Offerings. The peace offering (ש�ְׁלמִָים,

shelamim) celebrated fellowship with God and community, with portions shared

between God, priests, and worshipers.

The five main offerings (burnt,  grain,  peace, sin,  and guilt)  addressed different

aspects of relationship with God, all fulfilled in Christ's comprehensive sacrifice. 

Hebrews 9-10 explains how Christ's once-for-all sacrifice supersedes the repeated

Levitical offerings, providing permanent cleansing from sin.

Historical Context

The  peace  offering ,ש�ְׁלמִָים)   shelamim)  celebrated  fellowship  with  God  and

community, with portions shared between God, priests, and worshipers. Leviticus

was  given  to  Israel  at  Mount  Sinai,  shortly  after  the  tabernacle's  construction

described in Exodus. The name 'Leviticus' (from Latin  Leviticus, referring to the

Levites)  reflects  its  focus on priestly  duties,  though the Hebrew title  Wayyiqra

('And He called')  emphasizes  God's  initiative  in  revealing  these  laws.  The first

seven  chapters  detail  the  five  main  offerings,  providing  both  worshiper
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instructions and priestly procedures. Ancient Near Eastern cultures had various

sacrificial  systems,  but  Israel's  sacrificial  worship  was  unique  in  its  ethical

foundation,  monotheistic  framework,  and  emphasis  on  atonement  rather  than

appeasement.  Unlike  pagan  rituals  focused  on  manipulating  deities,  Israel's

sacrifices acknowledged God's sovereignty and sought reconciliation based on His

gracious provision. Ancient texts like the Code of Hammurabi show that law codes

were common in the ancient Near East, but biblical law uniquely grounded ethics

in God's character rather than merely social convention.

Related Passages

Romans 2:1 — Judging others 

Revelation 20:12 — Judgment according to deeds 

Colossians 1:16 — All things created through Christ 

Genesis 1:1 — Creation of heavens and earth 

Study Questions

What does this verse teach about the costliness of true worship and

dedication to God?

In what practical ways should this verse influence your church life, family

relationships, or personal integrity?

In what ways does this verse challenge contemporary cultural values or your

personal attitudes?

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Interlinear Text

ְׁאִם ו
H518

בחַ ֶ ז
be a sacrifice

H2077

ים ש�ְׁלמִָ
of peace offering

H8002

וֹ קָרְׁבנָּ
And if his oblation

H7133

ם אִ
H518

מִן
H4480

הַבקָָּר
it of the herd

H1241

ואּ ה
H1931

ּ נוּ יקְַׁריִבֶ
he shall offer

H7126

אִם
H518

זכָרָ
whether it be a male

H2145

אִם
H518

ה ְׁקֵבָ נ
or female

H5347

ים תּמִָ
it without blemish

H8549

ּ נוּ יקְַׁריִבֶ
he shall offer

H7126

י ֵ לפְִׁנ
before
H6440

ְׁהוהָֽ׃ י
the LORD

H3068

Additional Cross-References

Leviticus 1:3 (Sacrifice):  If his offering be a burnt sacrifice of the herd, let him

offer a male without blemish: he shall offer it of his own voluntary will at the door

of the tabernacle of the congregation before the LORD.

Numbers 6:14 (Sacrifice): And he shall offer his offering unto the LORD, one he

lamb of the first year without blemish for a burnt offering, and one ewe lamb of the

first year without blemish for a sin offering, and one ram without blemish for peace

offerings,

Hebrews  10:22 (Parallel  theme):  Let  us  draw  near  with  a  true  heart  in  full

assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our

bodies washed with pure water.

1 John 1:3 (Parallel theme): That which we have seen and heard declare we unto

you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the

Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.

Amos  5:22 (Sacrifice):  Though  ye  offer  me  burnt  offerings  and  your  meat

offerings, I will not accept them: neither will I regard the peace offerings of your

fat beasts.
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