
Leviticus 27:32
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And concerning the tithe of the herd, or of the flock, even of

whatsoever passeth under the rod, the tenth shall be holy

unto the LORD. 

Analysis

And concerning the tithe of the herd, or of the flock, even of whatsoever

passeth under the rod, the tenth shall be holy unto the LORD.

This  verse  falls  within  the  section  on  Vows and Dedications.  Regulations  for

voluntary  vows  and  dedicating  persons  or  property  to  God,  teaching  careful

commitment.

The central theme of Leviticus is God's holiness and the call for His people to be

holy. The Hebrew word  qadosh (ׁקָדוֹש) means 'set apart' or 'sacred,' emphasizing

both separation from sin and consecration to God's purposes. 

The New Testament reveals that Christ's sacrifice accomplishes what the Levitical

system could only symbolize—complete forgiveness and restoration of relationship

with God.

Historical Context

Regulations  for  voluntary  vows  and  dedicating  persons  or  property  to  God,

teaching careful  commitment.  Chapters 17-27, often called the 'Holiness Code,'

expand  covenant  obligations  beyond  ritual  to  encompass  all  of  life—sexuality,

economics,  justice,  and  relationships.  The  repeated  refrain  'I  am  the  LORD'

grounds these laws in God's character and covenant relationship with Israel. Israel

received these laws while encamped at Sinai, before entering Canaan. The laws
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prepared them for life in the promised land, distinguishing them from Canaanite

practices  and  establishing  their  identity  as  God's  holy  nation.  The  portable

tabernacle,  central  to  Levitical  worship,  accompanied them through wilderness

wanderings  and  eventually  found  permanent  form  in  Solomon's  temple.  The

Israelite  dietary  laws  in  Leviticus  11  have  no  exact  parallel  in  surrounding

cultures,  though  some  ancient  cultures  had  food  taboos,  suggesting  unique

revelation rather than borrowed customs.

Related Passages

Psalm 19:1 — Heavens declare God's glory 

Colossians 1:16 — All things created through Christ 

Study Questions

How does God's holiness, as revealed in this verse, shape your understanding

of worship, obedience, and daily living?

How can you use this verse to worship God more fully, obey Him more

faithfully, or love others more sacrificially?

How does this verse reveal God's character, and how should that revelation

shape your relationship with Him?

Interlinear Text

וכְלָ
H3605

ר מַעְשַׂ
And concerning the tithe

H4643

בקָָּר
of the herd

H1241

אן וצָֹ
or of the flock

H6629

ל ֹּ כ
H3605

אֲשֶׁר
H834

ר יעֲַבֹ
even of whatsoever passeth

H5674

חַת תַּ
H8478

בטֶ הַשָּׁ
under the rod

H7626

י הָֽעֲשִׂירִ
the tenth

H6224

יִֽהְיהֶ
H1961

דֶשׁ קֹּ
shall be holy

H6944

ליַֽהוהָֽ׃
unto the LORD

H3068

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Additional Cross-References

Jeremiah 33:13 (References Lord): In the cities of the mountains, in the cities of

the vale, and in the cities of the south, and in the land of Benjamin, and in the

places about Jerusalem, and in the cities of Judah, shall the flocks pass again under

the hands of him that telleth them, saith the LORD.

Ezekiel 20:37 (Parallel theme): And I will cause you to pass under the rod, and I

will bring you into the bond of the covenant:

Micah 7:14 (Parallel  theme):  Feed thy people  with thy rod,  the flock of  thine

heritage, which dwell solitarily in the wood, in the midst of Carmel: let them feed

in Bashan and Gilead, as in the days of old.
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