
Leviticus 26:33
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And I will scatter you among the heathen, and will draw out a

sword after you: and your land shall be desolate, and your

cities waste. 

Analysis

And I will scatter you among the heathen, and will draw out a sword after

you: and your land shall be desolate, and your cities waste.

This verse falls within the section on Blessings and Curses. Covenant blessings

for obedience and curses for disobedience, establishing consequences of Israel's

covenant relationship.

Every sacrifice and ritual in Leviticus points forward to Jesus Christ, who fulfills

the entire sacrificial system as both perfect sacrifice and eternal high priest.

Historical Context

Covenant  blessings  for  obedience  and  curses  for  disobedience,  establishing

consequences of Israel's covenant relationship. Chapters 17-27, often called the

'Holiness Code,' expand covenant obligations beyond ritual to encompass all of life

—sexuality, economics, justice, and relationships. The repeated refrain 'I am the

LORD'  grounds  these  laws  in  God's  character  and  covenant  relationship  with

Israel.  Israel  received  these  laws  while  encamped  at  Sinai,  before  entering

Canaan. The laws prepared them for life in the promised land, distinguishing them

from Canaanite practices and establishing their identity as God's holy nation. The

portable  tabernacle,  central  to  Levitical  worship,  accompanied  them  through

1



wilderness wanderings and eventually found permanent form in Solomon's temple.

Archaeological discoveries at sites like Ugarit reveal Canaanite religious practices

Israel's laws explicitly rejected, confirming the Bible's historical reliability and the

distinctiveness of Israelite worship.

Related Passages

Psalm 19:1 — Heavens declare God's glory 

Genesis 1:1 — Creation of heavens and earth 

Study Questions

In what practical ways should this verse influence your church life, family

relationships, or personal integrity?

What practical steps can you take this week to apply the principles taught in

this verse?

How can you use this verse to worship God more fully, obey Him more

faithfully, or love others more sacrificially?

Interlinear Text

ואְֶתכְםֶ
H853

ה אֱזרֶָ
And I will scatter

H2219

ם בגַוֹּיִ
you among the heathen

H1471

י והֲַריִֽקֹתִ
and will draw out

H7324

ם אַֽחֲריֵכֶ
after
H310

רבֶ חָ
a sword

H2719

ה והְָֽיתְָ
H1961

אַרצְכְםֶ
you and your land

H776

ה שְׁמָמָ
shall be desolate

H8077

ם ועְָֽריֵכֶ
and your cities

H5892

ּ ו יִֽהְי
H1961

חָרבְהָּֽ׃
waste
H2723

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Additional Cross-References

Zechariah 7:14 (Parallel theme): But I scattered them with a whirlwind among all

the nations whom they knew not. Thus the land was desolate after them, that no

man passed through nor returned: for they laid the pleasant land desolate.

Deuteronomy 4:27 (Parallel theme):  And the LORD shall scatter you among the

nations, and ye shall be left few in number among the heathen, whither the LORD

shall lead you.

Ezekiel  20:23 (Parallel  theme):  I  lifted  up  mine  hand  unto  them  also  in  the

wilderness,  that  I  would  scatter  them among  the  heathen,  and  disperse  them

through the countries;

Psalms 44:11 (Parallel theme): Thou hast given us like sheep appointed for meat;

and hast scattered us among the heathen.

Jeremiah 9:16 (Word): I will scatter them also among the heathen, whom neither

they nor their fathers have known: and I will send a sword after them, till I have

consumed them.

Luke 21:24 (Word): And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall be led

away captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles,

until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.

Ezekiel 22:15 (Parallel theme):  And I will scatter thee among the heathen, and

disperse thee in the countries, and will consume thy filthiness out of thee.
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