Leviticus 26:32

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And I will bring the land into desolation: and your enemies

which dwell therein shall be astonished at it.

Analysis

And I will bring the land into desolation: and your enemies which dwell
therein shall be astonished at it.

This verse falls within the section on Blessings and Curses. Covenant blessings
for obedience and curses for disobedience, establishing consequences of Israel's
covenant relationship.

The New Testament reveals that Christ's sacrifice accomplishes what the Levitical
system could only symbolize—complete forgiveness and restoration of relationship
with God.

Historical Context

Covenant blessings for obedience and curses for disobedience, establishing
consequences of Israel's covenant relationship. Chapters 17-27, often called the
'‘Holiness Code,' expand covenant obligations beyond ritual to encompass all of life
—sexuality, economics, justice, and relationships. The repeated refrain 'l am the
LORD' grounds these laws in God's character and covenant relationship with
Israel. Israel received these laws while encamped at Sinai, before entering
Canaan. The laws prepared them for life in the promised land, distinguishing them
from Canaanite practices and establishing their identity as God's holy nation. The
portable tabernacle, central to Levitical worship, accompanied them through



wilderness wanderings and eventually found permanent form in Solomon's temple.
Archaeological discoveries at sites like Ugarit reveal Canaanite religious practices
Israel's laws explicitly rejected, confirming the Bible's historical reliability and the
distinctiveness of Israelite worship.

Related Passages

Matthew 25:31 — Final judgment

Romans 2:1 — Judging others

Study Questions

1. In what practical ways should this verse influence your church life, family
relationships, or personal integrity?

2. What does this verse teach about the seriousness of sin, the cost of
redemption, or the beauty of holiness?

3. How does this verse point to Christ, and how does that deepen your faith and
gratitude?

Interlinear Text
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Additional Cross-References

Jeremiah 9:11 (Parallel theme): And I will make Jerusalem heaps, and a den of
dragons; and I will make the cities of Judah desolate, without an inhabitant.



Jeremiah 25:11 (Parallel theme): And this whole land shall be a desolation, and
an astonishment; and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years.

Jeremiah 19:8 (Parallel theme): And I will make this city desolate, and an hissing;
every one that passeth thereby shall be astonished and hiss because of all the
plagues thereof.

Jeremiah 18:16 (Parallel theme): To make their land desolate, and a perpetual
hissing; every one that passeth thereby shall be astonished, and wag his head.

Jeremiah 25:18 (Parallel theme): To wit, Jerusalem, and the cities of Judah, and
the kings thereof, and the princes thereof, to make them a desolation, an
astonishment, an hissing, and a curse; as it is this day;

Deuteronomy 28:37 (Parallel theme): And thou shalt become an astonishment, a
proverb, and a byword, among all nations whither the LORD shall lead thee.

Ezekiel 5:15 (Parallel theme): So it shall be a reproach and a taunt, an instruction
and an astonishment unto the nations that are round about thee, when I shall
execute judgments in thee in anger and in fury and in furious rebukes. I the LORD
have spoken it.

1 Kings 9:8 (Parallel theme): And at this house, which is high, every one that
passeth by it shall be astonished, and shall hiss; and they shall say, Why hath the
LORD done thus unto this land, and to this house?
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