Leviticus 26:28

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Then I will walk contrary unto you also in fury; and I, even I,

will chastise you seven times for your sins.

Analysis

Then I will walk contrary unto you also in fury; and I, even I, will chastise
you seven times for your sins.

This verse falls within the section on Blessings and Curses. Covenant blessings
for obedience and curses for disobedience, establishing consequences of Israel's
covenant relationship.

Hebrews 9-10 explains how Christ's once-for-all sacrifice supersedes the repeated
Levitical offerings, providing permanent cleansing from sin.

Historical Context

Covenant blessings for obedience and curses for disobedience, establishing
consequences of Israel's covenant relationship. Chapters 17-27, often called the
'Holiness Code,' expand covenant obligations beyond ritual to encompass all of life
—sexuality, economics, justice, and relationships. The repeated refrain 'l am the
LORD' grounds these laws in God's character and covenant relationship with
Israel. Israel received these laws while encamped at Sinai, before entering
Canaan. The laws prepared them for life in the promised land, distinguishing them
from Canaanite practices and establishing their identity as God's holy nation. The
portable tabernacle, central to Levitical worship, accompanied them through
wilderness wanderings and eventually found permanent form in Solomon's temple.



Ancient texts like the Code of Hammurabi show that law codes were common in
the ancient Near East, but biblical law uniquely grounded ethics in God's
character rather than merely social convention.

Related Passages

Genesis 1:1 — Creation of heavens and earth

Psalm 19:1 — Heavens declare God's glory

Study Questions

1. In what ways does this verse deepen your appreciation for Christ's atoning
sacrifice and the seriousness of sin?

2. How can you use this verse to worship God more fully, obey Him more
faithfully, or love others more sacrificially?

3. How does this verse help you understand both God's justice and His mercy in
salvation?

Interlinear Text
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Additional Cross-References

Isaiah 59:18 (Parallel theme): According to their deeds, accordingly he will repay,
fury to his adversaries, recompence to his enemies; to the islands he will repay
recompence.



Isaiah 63:3 (Parallel theme): I have trodden the winepress alone; and of the
people there was none with me: for I will tread them in mine anger, and trample
them in my fury; and their blood shall be sprinkled upon my garments, and I will
stain all my raiment.

Isaiah 66:15 (Parallel theme): For, behold, the LORD will come with fire, and with
his chariots like a whirlwind, to render his anger with fury, and his rebuke with
flames of fire.

Jeremiah 21:5 (Parallel theme): And I myself will fight against you with an
outstretched hand and with a strong arm, even in anger, and in fury, and in great
wrath.

Ezekiel 8:18 (Parallel theme): Therefore will I also deal in fury: mine eye shall not
spare, neither will I have pity: and though they cry in mine ears with a loud voice,
yet will I not hear them.

Ezekiel 5:15 (Parallel theme): So it shall be a reproach and a taunt, an instruction
and an astonishment unto the nations that are round about thee, when I shall
execute judgments in thee in anger and in fury and in furious rebukes. I the LORD
have spoken it.

Ezekiel 5:13 (Parallel theme): Thus shall mine anger be accomplished, and I will
cause my fury to rest upon them, and I will be comforted: and they shall know that

I the LORD have spoken it in my zeal, when I have accomplished my fury in them.
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