Leviticus 26:14

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

But if ye will not hearken unto me, and will not do all these

commandments;

Analysis

But if ye will not hearken unto me, and will not do all these
commandments;

This verse falls within the section on Blessings and Curses. Covenant blessings
for obedience and curses for disobedience, establishing consequences of Israel's
covenant relationship.

What Leviticus portrayed through types and shadows, Christ fulfilled in reality
through His incarnation, perfect life, atoning death, and resurrection.

Historical Context

Covenant blessings for obedience and curses for disobedience, establishing
consequences of Israel's covenant relationship. Chapters 17-27, often called the
'Holiness Code,' expand covenant obligations beyond ritual to encompass all of life
—sexuality, economics, justice, and relationships. The repeated refrain 'l am the
LORD' grounds these laws in God's character and covenant relationship with
Israel. Israel received these laws while encamped at Sinai, before entering
Canaan. The laws prepared them for life in the promised land, distinguishing them
from Canaanite practices and establishing their identity as God's holy nation. The
portable tabernacle, central to Levitical worship, accompanied them through
wilderness wanderings and eventually found permanent form in Solomon's temple.



The Israelite dietary laws in Leviticus 11 have no exact parallel in surrounding
cultures, though some ancient cultures had food taboos, suggesting unique

revelation rather than borrowed customs.

Related Passages

Romans 1:17 — The righteous shall live by faith
Hebrews 11:1 — Definition of faith
1 John 4:8 — God is love

John 15:13 — Greatest form of love

Study Questions

1. How does understanding the purpose behind God's laws help you obey Him
from the heart rather than mere duty?

2. What practical steps can you take this week to apply the principles taught in
this verse?

3. What does this verse teach about the seriousness of sin, the cost of

redemption, or the beauty of holiness?

Interlinear Text

DNl N Y 1 ynwn v7 R T 1 wyn
H518 H3808 But if ye will not hearken HO H3808 unto me and will not do
H8085 H6213
ny 73 n xR 7N
H853 H3605  all these commandments H428

H4687



Additional Cross-References

Jeremiah 17:27 (Parallel theme): But if ye will not hearken unto me to hallow the
sabbath day, and not to bear a burden, even entering in at the gates of Jerusalem
on the sabbath day; then will I kindle a fire in the gates thereof, and it shall devour
the palaces of Jerusalem, and it shall not be quenched.

Leviticus 26:18 (Parallel theme): And if ye will not yet for all this hearken unto
me, then I will punish you seven times more for your sins.

Lamentations 2:17 (Word): The LORD hath done that which he had devised; he
hath fulfilled his word that he had commanded in the days of old: he hath thrown
down, and hath not pitied: and he hath caused thine enemy to rejoice over thee, he
hath set up the horn of thine adversaries.

Hebrews 12:25 (Parallel theme): See that ye refuse not him that speaketh. For if
they escaped not who refused him that spake on earth, much more shall not we
escape, if we turn away from him that speaketh from heaven:

Acts 3:23 (Parallel theme): And it shall come to pass, that every soul, which will
not hear that prophet, shall be destroyed from among the people.

Malachi 2:2 (Parallel theme): If ye will not hear, and if ye will not lay it to heart,
to give glory unto my name, saith the LORD of hosts, I will even send a curse upon
you, and I will curse your blessings: yea, I have cursed them already, because ye
do not lay it to heart.

Lamentations 1:18 (Word): The LORD is righteous; for I have rebelled against his
commandment: hear, I pray you, all people, and behold my sorrow: my virgins and
my young men are gone into captivity.
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