
Leviticus 25:17
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Ye shall not therefore oppress one another; but thou shalt fear

thy God: for I am the LORD your God. 

Analysis

Ye shall not therefore oppress one another; but thou shalt fear thy God: for

I am the LORD your God.

This verse falls within the section on  Sabbath Year and Jubilee. Sabbath year

rest for land and Year of Jubilee releasing debts and slaves, teaching trust in God's

provision.

The  access  to  God's  presence  that  Leviticus  carefully  regulated  is  now  freely

available through Christ's blood, tearing the veil and opening the way to God.

Historical Context

Sabbath year rest for land and Year of Jubilee releasing debts and slaves, teaching

trust in God's provision. Chapters 17-27, often called the 'Holiness Code,' expand

covenant obligations beyond ritual to encompass all of life—sexuality, economics,

justice,  and relationships.  The repeated refrain 'I  am the LORD' grounds these

laws in God's character and covenant relationship with Israel. Israel received these

laws while encamped at Sinai, before entering Canaan. The laws prepared them

for life in the promised land, distinguishing them from Canaanite practices and

establishing their identity as God's holy nation. The portable tabernacle, central to

Levitical  worship,  accompanied  them  through  wilderness  wanderings  and

eventually found permanent form in Solomon's temple.  The tabernacle's  design
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parallels ancient Near Eastern temple architecture,  yet its  portable nature and

absence of divine images distinguished it from pagan temples.

Related Passages

Colossians 1:16 — All things created through Christ 

Psalm 19:1 — Heavens declare God's glory 

Study Questions

In what practical ways should this verse influence your church life, family

relationships, or personal integrity?

How does this verse help you understand both God's justice and His mercy in

salvation?

What practical steps can you take this week to apply the principles taught in

this verse?

Interlinear Text

א ולְֹ
H3808

ּ תוֹנו
Ye shall not therefore oppress

H3238

ישׁ אִ
one
H376

אֶת
H853

וֹ עֲמִית
another

H5997

אתָ ויְרֵָ
but thou shalt fear

H3372

אֱלֹֽהֵיכםֶֽ׃
thy God

H430

י ִּ כ
H3588

י ִ אֲנ
H589

ה יהְוָֹ
for I am the LORD

H3068

אֱלֹֽהֵיכםֶֽ׃
thy God

H430

Additional Cross-References

Leviticus 19:32 (References God): Thou shalt rise up before the hoary head, and

honour the face of the old man, and fear thy God: I am the LORD.

Leviticus  19:14 (References  God):  Thou  shalt  not  curse  the  deaf,  nor  put  a

stumblingblock before the blind, but shalt fear thy God: I am the LORD.

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Exodus 20:20 (References God):  And Moses said unto the people, Fear not: for

God is come to prove you, and that his fear may be before your faces, that ye sin

not.

Leviticus 25:43 (References God): Thou shalt not rule over him with rigour; but

shalt fear thy God.

Genesis 42:18 (References God):  And Joseph said unto them the third day, This

do, and live; for I fear God:
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