
Leviticus 24:9
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And it shall be Aaron's and his sons'; and they shall eat it in

the holy place: for it is most holy unto him of the offerings of

the LORD made by fire by a perpetual statute. 

Analysis

And it shall be Aaron's and his sons'; and they shall eat it in the holy place:

for it is most holy unto him of the offerings of the LORD made by fire by a

perpetual statute.

This verse falls within the section on Oil, Bread, and Blasphemy. Instructions for

tabernacle maintenance and the account of a blasphemer's punishment, showing

reverence for God's name.

The central theme of Leviticus is God's holiness and the call for His people to be

holy. The Hebrew word  qadosh (ׁקָדוֹש) means 'set apart' or 'sacred,' emphasizing

both  separation  from  sin  and  consecration  to  God's  purposes.  The  Aaronic

priesthood mediated between God and Israel, offering sacrifices and maintaining

the  tabernacle.  This  prefigured  Christ's  superior  priesthood  after  the  order  of

Melchizedek. The five main offerings (burnt, grain, peace, sin, and guilt) addressed

different aspects of relationship with God, all fulfilled in Christ's comprehensive

sacrifice. 

Hebrews 9-10 explains how Christ's once-for-all sacrifice supersedes the repeated

Levitical offerings, providing permanent cleansing from sin.
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Historical Context

Instructions  for  tabernacle  maintenance  and  the  account  of  a  blasphemer's

punishment, showing reverence for God's name. Chapters 17-27, often called the

'Holiness Code,' expand covenant obligations beyond ritual to encompass all of life

—sexuality, economics, justice, and relationships. The repeated refrain 'I am the

LORD'  grounds  these  laws  in  God's  character  and  covenant  relationship  with

Israel.  Israel  received  these  laws  while  encamped  at  Sinai,  before  entering

Canaan. The laws prepared them for life in the promised land, distinguishing them

from Canaanite practices and establishing their identity as God's holy nation. The

portable  tabernacle,  central  to  Levitical  worship,  accompanied  them  through

wilderness wanderings and eventually found permanent form in Solomon's temple.

Archaeological discoveries at sites like Ugarit reveal Canaanite religious practices

Israel's laws explicitly rejected, confirming the Bible's historical reliability and the

distinctiveness of Israelite worship.

Related Passages

Romans 1:17 — The righteous shall live by faith 

James 2:17 — Faith and works 

Study Questions

How does God's holiness, as revealed in this verse, shape your understanding

of worship, obedience, and daily living?

How does Christ's superior priesthood, prefigured in this verse, assure you of

access to God and effective intercession?

What does this verse teach about the costliness of true worship and

dedication to God?

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Interlinear Text

והְָֽיתְהָ
H1961

ן לאְַֽהֲרֹ
And it shall be Aaron's

H175

יו ָ ולּבְנָ
and his sons

H1121

ּ הו ֻ ואֲַֽכלָ
and they shall eat

H398

וֹם במְָּק
place
H4725

שׁ קָדֹ
it in the holy

H6918

י ִּ כ
H3588

ים קָֽדָשִׁ
for it is most

H6944

ים קָֽדָשִׁ
for it is most

H6944

ואּ ה
H1931

וֹ ל
H0

י אִשֵּׁ מֵֽ
made by fire

H801

ה ָ יהְו
of the LORD

H3068

חָק
statute
H2706

עוֹלםָֽ׃
by a perpetual

H5769

Additional Cross-References

Leviticus 8:31 (Parallel theme): And Moses said unto Aaron and to his sons, Boil

the flesh at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation: and there eat it with

the bread that is in the basket of consecrations, as I commanded, saying, Aaron

and his sons shall eat it.

Mark 2:26 (Parallel theme):  How he went into the house of God in the days of

Abiathar the high priest, and did eat the shewbread, which is not lawful to eat but

for the priests, and gave also to them which were with him?

Matthew 12:4 (Parallel theme):  How he entered into the house of God, and did

eat the shewbread, which was not lawful for him to eat, neither for them which

were with him, but only for the priests?

Luke 6:4 (Parallel theme): How he went into the house of God, and did take and

eat the shewbread, and gave also to them that were with him; which it is not lawful

to eat but for the priests alone?

Leviticus 10:17 (Holy):  Wherefore have ye not eaten the sin offering in the holy

place, seeing it is most holy, and God hath given it you to bear the iniquity of the

congregation, to make atonement for them before the LORD?
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Leviticus 6:16 (Holy):  And the remainder thereof shall Aaron and his sons eat:

with  unleavened bread shall  it  be  eaten in  the holy  place;  in  the court  of  the

tabernacle of the congregation they shall eat it.

Leviticus 21:22 (Holy): He shall eat the bread of his God, both of the most holy,

and of the holy.

1 Samuel 21:6 (References Lord):  So the priest gave him hallowed bread: for

there  was  no  bread there  but  the  shewbread,  that  was  taken from before  the

LORD, to put hot bread in the day when it was taken away.
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