
Leviticus 24:15
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel, saying,

Whosoever curseth his God shall bear his sin. 

Analysis

And  thou  shalt  speak  unto  the  children  of  Israel,  saying,  Whosoever

curseth his God shall bear his sin.

This verse falls within the section on Oil, Bread, and Blasphemy. Instructions for

tabernacle maintenance and the account of a blasphemer's punishment, showing

reverence for God's name.

Hebrews 9-10 explains how Christ's once-for-all sacrifice supersedes the repeated

Levitical offerings, providing permanent cleansing from sin.

Historical Context

Instructions  for  tabernacle  maintenance  and  the  account  of  a  blasphemer's

punishment, showing reverence for God's name. Chapters 17-27, often called the

'Holiness Code,' expand covenant obligations beyond ritual to encompass all of life

—sexuality, economics, justice, and relationships. The repeated refrain 'I am the

LORD'  grounds  these  laws  in  God's  character  and  covenant  relationship  with

Israel.  Israel  received  these  laws  while  encamped  at  Sinai,  before  entering

Canaan. The laws prepared them for life in the promised land, distinguishing them

from Canaanite practices and establishing their identity as God's holy nation. The

portable  tabernacle,  central  to  Levitical  worship,  accompanied  them  through

wilderness wanderings and eventually found permanent form in Solomon's temple.
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Ancient texts like the Code of Hammurabi show that law codes were common in

the  ancient  Near  East,  but  biblical  law  uniquely  grounded  ethics  in  God's

character rather than merely social convention.

Related Passages

Ephesians 2:8 — Salvation by grace through faith 

John 3:16 — God's love and salvation 

Romans 2:1 — Judging others 

Matthew 25:31 — Final judgment 

Study Questions

In what ways does this verse deepen your appreciation for Christ's atoning

sacrifice and the seriousness of sin?

How does this verse reveal God's character, and how should that revelation

shape your relationship with Him?

How does this verse point to Christ, and how does that deepen your faith and

gratitude?

Interlinear Text

ואְֶל
H413

י ֵ בנְּ
unto the children

H1121

ל יִשְׂראֵָ
of Israel

H3478

ר תּדְַבֵּ
And thou shalt speak

H1696

ר לאֵמֹ
saying
H559

ישׁ אִ
Whosoever

H376

ישׁ אִ
Whosoever

H376

כיִּֽ
curseth

H3588

ל ֵּ יקְַל
H7043

יו אֱלֹהָ
his God

H430

א ונְשָָׂ
shall bear

H5375

חֶטְאֽוֹ׃
his sin
H2399

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Additional Cross-References

Exodus 22:28 (Curse):  Thou shalt not revile the gods, nor curse the ruler of thy

people.

Leviticus 5:1 (Sin):  And if a soul sin, and hear the voice of swearing, and is a

witness, whether he hath seen or known of it; if he do not utter it, then he shall

bear his iniquity.

Numbers 9:13 (Sin):  But  the  man that  is  clean,  and is  not  in  a  journey,  and

forbeareth to keep the passover, even the same soul shall be cut off from among

his  people:  because he brought  not  the offering of  the LORD in  his  appointed

season, that man shall bear his sin.
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