
Leviticus 23:35
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

On the first day shall be an holy convocation: ye shall do no

servile work therein. 

Analysis

On the first day shall be an holy convocation: ye shall do no servile work

therein.

This verse falls within the section on  Appointed Feasts. God's sacred calendar

including  Passover,  Pentecost,  and  Tabernacles,  marking  redemption  and

agricultural blessings.

The central theme of Leviticus is God's holiness and the call for His people to be

holy. The Hebrew word  qadosh (ׁקָדוֹש) means 'set apart' or 'sacred,' emphasizing

both separation from sin and consecration to God's purposes. 

The holiness demanded in Leviticus becomes possible through Christ, who both

satisfies God's righteous requirements and transforms believers by His Spirit.

Historical Context

God's  sacred calendar  including Passover,  Pentecost,  and Tabernacles,  marking

redemption and agricultural blessings. Chapters 17-27, often called the 'Holiness

Code,'  expand  covenant  obligations  beyond  ritual  to  encompass  all  of  life—

sexuality,  economics,  justice,  and  relationships.  The  repeated  refrain  'I  am the

LORD'  grounds  these  laws  in  God's  character  and  covenant  relationship  with

Israel.  Israel  received  these  laws  while  encamped  at  Sinai,  before  entering

Canaan. The laws prepared them for life in the promised land, distinguishing them

from Canaanite practices and establishing their identity as God's holy nation. The
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portable  tabernacle,  central  to  Levitical  worship,  accompanied  them  through

wilderness wanderings and eventually found permanent form in Solomon's temple.

The tabernacle's design parallels ancient Near Eastern temple architecture, yet its

portable nature and absence of divine images distinguished it from pagan temples.

Related Passages

Romans 1:17 — The righteous shall live by faith 

James 2:17 — Faith and works 

Genesis 1:1 — Creation of heavens and earth 

Psalm 19:1 — Heavens declare God's glory 

Study Questions

How does God's holiness, as revealed in this verse, shape your understanding

of worship, obedience, and daily living?

What does this verse teach about the seriousness of sin, the cost of

redemption, or the beauty of holiness?

In what practical ways should this verse influence your church life, family

relationships, or personal integrity?

Interlinear Text

וֹם ּ ביַּ
day
H3117

וֹן הָֽראִשׁ
On the first

H7223

מִקְראָ
convocation

H4744

דֶשׁ קֹ
shall be an holy

H6944

כלָּ
H3605

אכתֶ מְלֶ
work
H4399

ה עֲבֹדָ
no servile

H5656

א לֹ
H3808

ּ׃ תעֲַֽשֽׂו
ye shall do

H6213
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