
Leviticus 22:6
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

The soul which hath touched any such shall be unclean until

even, and shall not eat of the holy things, unless he wash his

flesh with water. 

Analysis

The soul which hath touched any such shall be unclean until even, and

shall not eat of the holy things, unless he wash his flesh with water.

This verse falls within the section on  Acceptable Sacrifices.  Requirements for

acceptable  sacrifices  and  those  who  may  eat  sacred  offerings,  maintaining

sacrifice quality.

The central theme of Leviticus is God's holiness and the call for His people to be

holy. The Hebrew word  qadosh (ׁקָדוֹש) means 'set apart' or 'sacred,' emphasizing

both separation from sin and consecration to God's purposes. Ritual purity laws

taught Israel to distinguish between clean and unclean, holy and common, training

them in discernment and reverence for God's presence. 

What  Leviticus portrayed through types and shadows,  Christ  fulfilled in  reality

through His incarnation, perfect life, atoning death, and resurrection.

Historical Context

Requirements for acceptable sacrifices and those who may eat sacred offerings,

maintaining  sacrifice  quality.  Chapters  17-27,  often  called  the  'Holiness  Code,'

expand  covenant  obligations  beyond  ritual  to  encompass  all  of  life—sexuality,

economics,  justice,  and  relationships.  The  repeated  refrain  'I  am  the  LORD'

grounds these laws in God's character and covenant relationship with Israel. Israel

1



received these laws while encamped at Sinai, before entering Canaan. The laws

prepared them for life in the promised land, distinguishing them from Canaanite

practices  and  establishing  their  identity  as  God's  holy  nation.  The  portable

tabernacle,  central  to  Levitical  worship,  accompanied them through wilderness

wanderings  and  eventually  found  permanent  form  in  Solomon's  temple.

Archaeological discoveries at sites like Ugarit reveal Canaanite religious practices

Israel's laws explicitly rejected, confirming the Bible's historical reliability and the

distinctiveness of Israelite worship.

Related Passages

Hebrews 11:1 — Definition of faith 

James 2:17 — Faith and works 

Study Questions

How does God's holiness, as revealed in this verse, shape your understanding

of worship, obedience, and daily living?

How can you develop greater spiritual discernment in distinguishing what

honors God from what defiles?

What does this verse teach about the seriousness of sin, the cost of

redemption, or the beauty of holiness?

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Interlinear Text

פשֶׁ ֶ נ
The soul

H5315

ר אֲשֶׁ
H834

תּגִעַּ
which hath touched

H5060

וֹ ּ ב
H0

ה וטְָֽמְאָ
any such shall be unclean

H2930

עַד
H5704

רבֶ הָעָ
until even

H6153

א ולְֹ
H3808

יֹאכלַ
and shall not eat

H398

מִן
H4480

ים הַקֳּדָשִׁ
of the holy things

H6944

י ִּ כ
H3588

אִם
unless
H518

ץ רחַָ
he wash

H7364

וֹ בשְָּׂר
his flesh

H1320

יִם׃ במַָּּֽ
with water

H4325

Additional Cross-References

Hebrews  10:22 (Parallel  theme):  Let  us  draw  near  with  a  true  heart  in  full

assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our

bodies washed with pure water.

Leviticus 15:5 (Parallel theme):  And whosoever toucheth his bed shall wash his

clothes, and bathe himself in water, and be unclean until the even.
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