
Leviticus 22:11
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

But if the priest buy any soul with his money, he shall eat of it,

and he that is born in his house: they shall eat of his meat. 

Analysis

But if the priest buy any soul with his money, he shall eat of it, and he that

is born in his house: they shall eat of his meat.

This verse falls within the section on  Acceptable Sacrifices.  Requirements for

acceptable  sacrifices  and  those  who  may  eat  sacred  offerings,  maintaining

sacrifice quality.

The Aaronic priesthood mediated between God and Israel, offering sacrifices and

maintaining the tabernacle. This prefigured Christ's superior priesthood after the

order of Melchizedek. 

Hebrews 9-10 explains how Christ's once-for-all sacrifice supersedes the repeated

Levitical offerings, providing permanent cleansing from sin.

Historical Context

Requirements for acceptable sacrifices and those who may eat sacred offerings,

maintaining  sacrifice  quality.  Chapters  17-27,  often  called  the  'Holiness  Code,'

expand  covenant  obligations  beyond  ritual  to  encompass  all  of  life—sexuality,

economics,  justice,  and  relationships.  The  repeated  refrain  'I  am  the  LORD'

grounds these laws in God's character and covenant relationship with Israel. Israel

received these laws while encamped at Sinai, before entering Canaan. The laws

prepared them for life in the promised land, distinguishing them from Canaanite

practices  and  establishing  their  identity  as  God's  holy  nation.  The  portable
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tabernacle,  central  to  Levitical  worship,  accompanied them through wilderness

wanderings and eventually found permanent form in Solomon's temple. Ancient

texts  like  the  Code  of  Hammurabi  show  that  law  codes  were  common  in  the

ancient Near East, but biblical law uniquely grounded ethics in God's character

rather than merely social convention.

Related Passages

Matthew 25:31 — Final judgment 

Revelation 20:12 — Judgment according to deeds 

Study Questions

How does Christ's superior priesthood, prefigured in this verse, assure you of

access to God and effective intercession?

What practical steps can you take this week to apply the principles taught in

this verse?

In what practical ways should this verse influence your church life, family

relationships, or personal integrity?

Interlinear Text

ן וכְֹהֵ
But if the priest

H3548

כיִּֽ
H3588

ה ֶ יִקְנ
buy
H7069

פשֶׁ ֶ נ
any soul

H5315

ן ַ קִניְ
with
H7075

וֹ כסְַּפּ
his money

H3701

ואּ ה
H1931

ּ ו יֹֽאכלְ
he shall eat

H398

וֹ ּ ב
H0

יד ויִלִ
of it and he that is born

H3211

וֹ ביֵּת
in his house

H1004

ם הֵ
H1992

ּ ו יֹֽאכלְ
he shall eat

H398

בלְחְַמֽוֹ׃
of his meat

H3899

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Additional Cross-References

Genesis  17:13 (Parallel  theme):  He that  is  born  in  thy  house,  and he  that  is

bought with thy money, must needs be circumcised: and my covenant shall be in

your flesh for an everlasting covenant.
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