
Leviticus 20:6
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And the soul that turneth after such as have familiar spirits,

and after wizards, to go a whoring after them, I will even set

my face against that soul, and will cut him off from among his

people. 

Analysis

And the soul  that turneth after such as have familiar spirits,  and after

wizards, to go a whoring after them, I will even set my face against that

soul, and will cut him off from among his people.

This verse falls within the section on  Penalties for Disobedience. Punishments

for violations of sexual and religious laws, emphasizing the seriousness of sin in

God's holy community.

Every sacrifice and ritual in Leviticus points forward to Jesus Christ, who fulfills

the entire sacrificial system as both perfect sacrifice and eternal high priest.

Historical Context

Punishments  for  violations  of  sexual  and  religious  laws,  emphasizing  the

seriousness  of  sin  in  God's  holy  community.  Chapters  17-27,  often  called  the

'Holiness Code,' expand covenant obligations beyond ritual to encompass all of life

—sexuality, economics, justice, and relationships. The repeated refrain 'I am the

LORD'  grounds  these  laws  in  God's  character  and  covenant  relationship  with

Israel.  Israel  received  these  laws  while  encamped  at  Sinai,  before  entering
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Canaan. The laws prepared them for life in the promised land, distinguishing them

from Canaanite practices and establishing their identity as God's holy nation. The

portable  tabernacle,  central  to  Levitical  worship,  accompanied  them  through

wilderness wanderings and eventually found permanent form in Solomon's temple.

Ancient texts like the Code of Hammurabi show that law codes were common in

the  ancient  Near  East,  but  biblical  law  uniquely  grounded  ethics  in  God's

character rather than merely social convention.

Related Passages

John 3:16 — God's love and salvation 

Romans 10:9 — Confession and belief for salvation 

Hebrews 11:1 — Definition of faith 

James 2:17 — Faith and works 

Study Questions

How can you use this verse to worship God more fully, obey Him more

faithfully, or love others more sacrificially?

How does this verse point to Christ, and how does that deepen your faith and

gratitude?

How does this verse help you understand both God's justice and His mercy in

salvation?

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Interlinear Text

פשֶׁ ֶּ בנַּ
And the soul

H5315

ר אֲשֶׁ
H834

ה ֶ תּפִנְ
that turneth

H6437

ואְֶל
after
H413

הָֽאֹבֹת
such as have familiar spirits

H178

ואְֶל
after
H413

ים ִ ְּעֹנ הַידִּ
wizards

H3049

ת לזִנְֹ
to go a whoring

H2181

ם אַֽחֲריֵהֶ
after
H310

י ונְתָֽתִַּ
them I will even set

H5414

אֶת
H853

פּנָיַ
my face

H6440

פשֶׁ ֶּ בנַּ
And the soul

H5315

וא הַהִ
H1931

י והְִכרְתִַּ
and will cut him off

H3772

וֹ אֹת
H853

רבֶ מִקֶּ
from among

H7130

וֹ׃ עַמּֽ
his people

H5971

Additional Cross-References

Leviticus 19:31 (Spirit): Regard not them that have familiar spirits, neither seek

after wizards, to be defiled by them: I am the LORD your God.

Isaiah 8:19 (Spirit): And when they shall say unto you, Seek unto them that have

familiar spirits, and unto wizards that peep, and that mutter: should not a people

seek unto their God? for the living to the dead?

Psalms 73:27 (Parallel theme):  For, lo, they that are far from thee shall perish:

thou hast destroyed all them that go a whoring from thee.

Leviticus 20:27 (Spirit): A man also or woman that hath a familiar spirit, or that is

a wizard, shall surely be put to death: they shall stone them with stones: their

blood shall be upon them.

Ezekiel  6:9 (Parallel  theme):  And they that  escape of  you shall  remember me

among the nations whither they shall be carried captives, because I am broken

with their whorish heart, which hath departed from me, and with their eyes, which

go a whoring after their idols: and they shall lothe themselves for the evils which

they have committed in all their abominations.

Hosea  4:12 (Spirit):  My  people  ask  counsel  at  their  stocks,  and  their  staff

declareth unto them: for the spirit of whoredoms hath caused them to err, and they

have gone a whoring from under their God.
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Numbers 15:39 (Parallel theme): And it shall be unto you for a fringe, that ye may

look upon it, and remember all the commandments of the LORD, and do them; and

that ye seek not after your own heart and your own eyes, after which ye use to go

a whoring:
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