Leviticus 2:1

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And when any will offer a meat offering unto the LORD, his
offering shall be of fine flour; and he shall pour oil upon it,

and put frankincense thereon:

Analysis

And when any will offer a meat offering unto the LORD, his offering shall
be of fine flour; and he shall pour oil upon it, and put frankincense
thereon:

This verse falls within the section on Grain Offerings. The grain offering (nnm,
minchah) was a tribute offering acknowledging God's provision and expressing
devotion through the fruits of human labor.

The five main offerings (burnt, grain, peace, sin, and guilt) addressed different
aspects of relationship with God, all fulfilled in Christ's comprehensive sacrifice.
The holiness demanded in Leviticus becomes possible through Christ, who both
satisfies God's righteous requirements and transforms believers by His Spirit.

Historical Context

The grain offering (nnin, minchah) was a tribute offering acknowledging God's
provision and expressing devotion through the fruits of human labor. Leviticus was
given to Israel at Mount Sinai, shortly after the tabernacle's construction
described in Exodus. The name 'Leviticus' (from Latin Leviticus, referring to the
Levites) reflects its focus on priestly duties, though the Hebrew title Wayyiqra
('And He called') emphasizes God's initiative in revealing these laws. The first
seven chapters detail the five main offerings, providing both worshiper



instructions and priestly procedures. Ancient Near Eastern cultures had various
sacrificial systems, but Israel's sacrificial worship was unique in its ethical
foundation, monotheistic framework, and emphasis on atonement rather than
appeasement. Unlike pagan rituals focused on manipulating deities, Israel's
sacrifices acknowledged God's sovereignty and sought reconciliation based on His
gracious provision. Archaeological discoveries at sites like Ugarit reveal Canaanite
religious practices Israel's laws explicitly rejected, confirming the Bible's historical
reliability and the distinctiveness of Israelite worship.

Related Passages

Psalm 19:1 — Heavens declare God's glory

Colossians 1:16 — All things created through Christ

Study Questions

1. What does this verse teach about the costliness of true worship and
dedication to God?

2. How does this verse reveal God's character, and how should that revelation
shape your relationship with Him?

3. In what ways does this verse challenge contemporary cultural values or your
personal attitudes?
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Additional Cross-References

Revelation 8:3 (Sacrifice): And another angel came and stood at the altar, having
a golden censer; and there was given unto him much incense, that he should offer

it with the prayers of all saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne.

Isaiah 66:20 (Sacrifice): And they shall bring all your brethren for an offering
unto the LORD out of all nations upon horses, and in chariots, and in litters, and
upon mules, and upon swift beasts, to my holy mountain Jerusalem, saith the
LORD, as the children of Israel bring an offering in a clean vessel into the house of
the LORD.

Leviticus 9:17 (Sacrifice): And he brought the meat offering, and took an handful
thereof, and burnt it upon the altar, beside the burnt sacrifice of the morning.

Numbers 7:19 (Sacrifice): He offered for his offering one silver charger, the
weight whereof was an hundred and thirty shekels, one silver bowl of seventy
shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary; both of them full of fine flour mingled
with oil for a meat offering:

Jude 1:20 (Parallel theme): But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most
holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost,
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