
Leviticus 19:33
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And if a stranger sojourn with thee in your land, ye shall not

vex him. 

Analysis

And if a stranger sojourn with thee in your land, ye shall not vex him.

This verse falls within the section on  Various Laws of Holiness.  Wide-ranging

ethical  and ceremonial  laws,  including the command to  'love your  neighbor as

yourself' (19:18).

The  access  to  God's  presence  that  Leviticus  carefully  regulated  is  now  freely

available through Christ's blood, tearing the veil and opening the way to God.

Historical Context

Wide-ranging ethical and ceremonial laws, including the command to 'love your

neighbor as yourself'  (19:18).  Chapters 17-27,  often called the 'Holiness Code,'

expand  covenant  obligations  beyond  ritual  to  encompass  all  of  life—sexuality,

economics,  justice,  and  relationships.  The  repeated  refrain  'I  am  the  LORD'

grounds these laws in God's character and covenant relationship with Israel. Israel

received these laws while encamped at Sinai, before entering Canaan. The laws

prepared them for life in the promised land, distinguishing them from Canaanite

practices  and  establishing  their  identity  as  God's  holy  nation.  The  portable

tabernacle,  central  to  Levitical  worship,  accompanied them through wilderness

wanderings  and  eventually  found  permanent  form  in  Solomon's  temple.  The

Israelite  dietary  laws  in  Leviticus  11  have  no  exact  parallel  in  surrounding
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cultures,  though  some  ancient  cultures  had  food  taboos,  suggesting  unique

revelation rather than borrowed customs.

Related Passages

Psalm 19:1 — Heavens declare God's glory 

Genesis 1:1 — Creation of heavens and earth 

Study Questions

How does this verse reveal God's character, and how should that revelation

shape your relationship with Him?

How can you use this verse to worship God more fully, obey Him more

faithfully, or love others more sacrificially?

What does this verse teach about the seriousness of sin, the cost of

redemption, or the beauty of holiness?

Interlinear Text

וכְיִֽ
H3588

ורּ יגָ
sojourn

H1481

ָ אִתּךְ
H854

ר ֵּ ג
And if a stranger

H1616

ם באְַּרצְכְֶ
with thee in your land

H776

א לֹ
H3808

ּ ו תוֹנ
ye shall not vex

H3238

אֹתוֹֽ׃
H853

Additional Cross-References

Exodus 22:21 (Parallel  theme):  Thou shalt neither vex a stranger, nor oppress

him: for ye were strangers in the land of Egypt.

Exodus 23:9 (Parallel theme): Also thou shalt not oppress a stranger: for ye know

the heart of a stranger, seeing ye were strangers in the land of Egypt.

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Jeremiah 7:6 (Parallel theme): If ye oppress not the stranger, the fatherless, and

the widow, and shed not innocent blood in this place, neither walk after other gods

to your hurt:

Deuteronomy 24:14 (Parallel theme):  Thou shalt not oppress an hired servant

that is poor and needy, whether he be of thy brethren, or of thy strangers that are

in thy land within thy gates:

Malachi 3:5 (Parallel theme): And I will come near to you to judgment; and I will

be a swift witness against the sorcerers, and against the adulterers, and against

false  swearers,  and  against  those  that  oppress  the  hireling  in  his  wages,  the

widow, and the fatherless, and that turn aside the stranger from his right, and fear

not me, saith the LORD of hosts.
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