Leviticus 19:30

Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Ye shall keep my sabbaths, and reverence my sanctuary: [ am
the LORD.

Analysis
Ye shall keep my sabbaths, and reverence my sanctuary: I am the LORD.

This verse falls within the section on Various Laws of Holiness. Wide-ranging
ethical and ceremonial laws, including the command to 'love your neighbor as
yourself' (19:18).

The New Testament reveals that Christ's sacrifice accomplishes what the Levitical
system could only symbolize—complete forgiveness and restoration of relationship
with God.

Historical Context

Wide-ranging ethical and ceremonial laws, including the command to 'love your
neighbor as yourself' (19:18). Chapters 17-27, often called the 'Holiness Code,'
expand covenant obligations beyond ritual to encompass all of life—sexuality,
economics, justice, and relationships. The repeated refrain 'l am the LORD'
grounds these laws in God's character and covenant relationship with Israel. Israel
received these laws while encamped at Sinai, before entering Canaan. The laws
prepared them for life in the promised land, distinguishing them from Canaanite
practices and establishing their identity as God's holy nation. The portable
tabernacle, central to Levitical worship, accompanied them through wilderness
wanderings and eventually found permanent form in Solomon's temple. The



Israelite dietary laws in Leviticus 11 have no exact parallel in surrounding
cultures, though some ancient cultures had food taboos, suggesting unique

revelation rather than borrowed customs.

Related Passages

Genesis 1:1 — Creation of heavens and earth

Colossians 1:16 — All things created through Christ

Study Questions

1. In what ways does this verse challenge contemporary cultural values or your
personal attitudes?

2. How does this verse point to Christ, and how does that deepen your faith and
gratitude?

3. How can you use this verse to worship God more fully, obey Him more
faithfully, or love others more sacrificially?
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Additional Cross-References

Leviticus 26:2 (Temple): Ye shall keep my sabbaths, and reverence my sanctuary:
I am the LORD.



Ecclesiastes 5:1 (Parallel theme): Keep thy foot when thou goest to the house of
God, and be more ready to hear, than to give the sacrifice of fools: for they
consider not that they do evil.

Leviticus 19:3 (References Lord): Ye shall fear every man his mother, and his
father, and keep my sabbaths: I am the LORD your God.

Psalms 89:7 (Parallel theme): God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the
saints, and to be had in reverence of all them that are about him.

Exodus 20:8 (Parallel theme): Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.

Matthew 21:13 (Parallel theme): And said unto them, It is written, My house shall
be called the house of prayer; but ye have made it a den of thieves.

2 Corinthians 6:16 (Temple): And what agreement hath the temple of God with
idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in
them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.

Leviticus 16:2 (References Lord): And the LORD said unto Moses, Speak unto
Aaron thy brother, that he come not at all times into the holy place within the vail
before the mercy seat, which is upon the ark; that he die not: for I will appear in
the cloud upon the mercy seat.
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