
Leviticus 17:12
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

Therefore I said unto the children of Israel, No soul of you

shall eat blood, neither shall any stranger that sojourneth

among you eat blood. 

Analysis

Therefore I said unto the children of Israel, No soul of you shall eat blood,

neither shall any stranger that sojourneth among you eat blood.

This verse falls within the section on Sanctity of Blood. Regulations prohibiting

consumption of blood and requiring proper slaughter, emphasizing blood's sacred

role in atonement.

Leviticus 17:11 declares 'the life of the flesh is in the blood,' establishing blood's

sacred role in atonement, pointing to Christ's blood shed for redemption. 

The  access  to  God's  presence  that  Leviticus  carefully  regulated  is  now  freely

available through Christ's blood, tearing the veil and opening the way to God.

Historical Context

Regulations  prohibiting  consumption  of  blood  and  requiring  proper  slaughter,

emphasizing blood's sacred role in atonement. Chapters 17-27, often called the

'Holiness Code,' expand covenant obligations beyond ritual to encompass all of life

—sexuality, economics, justice, and relationships. The repeated refrain 'I am the

LORD'  grounds  these  laws  in  God's  character  and  covenant  relationship  with

Israel.  Israel  received  these  laws  while  encamped  at  Sinai,  before  entering

Canaan. The laws prepared them for life in the promised land, distinguishing them

from Canaanite practices and establishing their identity as God's holy nation. The
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portable  tabernacle,  central  to  Levitical  worship,  accompanied  them  through

wilderness wanderings and eventually found permanent form in Solomon's temple.

Archaeological discoveries at sites like Ugarit reveal Canaanite religious practices

Israel's laws explicitly rejected, confirming the Bible's historical reliability and the

distinctiveness of Israelite worship.

Related Passages

Matthew 25:31 — Final judgment 

Romans 2:1 — Judging others 

Study Questions

How does this verse point to Christ, and how does that deepen your faith and

gratitude?

How can you use this verse to worship God more fully, obey Him more

faithfully, or love others more sacrificially?

What does this verse teach about the seriousness of sin, the cost of

redemption, or the beauty of holiness?

Interlinear Text

עַל
H5921

ן ֵּ כ
H3651

רתְּיִ אָמַ
Therefore I said

H559

י ֵ לבִנְ
unto the children

H1121

ל יִשְׂראֵָ
of Israel

H3478

כלָּ
H3605

פשֶׁ ֶ נ
No soul

H5315

ם ֶּ מִכ
H4480

לֹא
H3808

אכלַ יֹ
of you shall eat

H398

ָּֽם׃ ד
blood
H1818

ר ֵּ והְַג
neither shall any stranger

H1616

ר ָּ הַג
that sojourneth

H1481

ם בתְּוֹֽככְֶ
among
H8432

לֹא
H3808

אכלַ יֹ
of you shall eat

H398

ָּֽם׃ ד
blood
H1818
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