
Leviticus 16:32
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And the priest, whom he shall anoint, and whom he shall

consecrate to minister in the priest's office in his father's

stead, shall make the atonement, and shall put on the linen

clothes, even the holy garments: 

Analysis

And the priest, whom he shall anoint, and whom he shall consecrate to

minister  in  the  priest's  office  in  his  father's  stead,  shall  make  the

atonement, and shall put on the linen clothes, even the holy garments:

This verse falls within the section on Day of Atonement. The most sacred day in

Israel's  calendar,  when  the  high  priest  entered  the  Holy  of  Holies  to  make

atonement for all Israel's sins.

The central theme of Leviticus is God's holiness and the call for His people to be

holy. The Hebrew word  qadosh (ׁקָדוֹש) means 'set apart' or 'sacred,' emphasizing

both separation from sin and consecration to God's purposes. The Hebrew word

kaphar (ַפָר� (כ  means  'to  cover'  or  'to  make  atonement.'  The  sacrificial  system

provided temporary covering for sin, pointing forward to Christ's perfect, once-for-

all  sacrifice. The Aaronic priesthood mediated between God and Israel, offering

sacrifices  and  maintaining  the  tabernacle.  This  prefigured  Christ's  superior

priesthood after the order of Melchizedek. 

What  Leviticus portrayed through types and shadows,  Christ  fulfilled in  reality

through His incarnation, perfect life, atoning death, and resurrection.
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Historical Context

The most sacred day in Israel's calendar, when the high priest entered the Holy of

Holies to make atonement for all Israel's sins. The Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur)

described in chapter 16 became Israel's most sacred day. Only on this annual day

could the high priest enter the Holy of Holies, making atonement for the entire

nation.  This  ceremony,  still  observed  in  Judaism,  found  ultimate  fulfillment  in

Christ's entrance into heaven itself (Hebrews 9:11-12). Israel received these laws

while encamped at Sinai, before entering Canaan. The laws prepared them for life

in  the  promised  land,  distinguishing  them  from  Canaanite  practices  and

establishing their identity as God's holy nation. The portable tabernacle, central to

Levitical  worship,  accompanied  them  through  wilderness  wanderings  and

eventually found permanent form in Solomon's temple. Archaeological discoveries

at  sites  like  Ugarit  reveal  Canaanite  religious  practices  Israel's  laws  explicitly

rejected,  confirming  the  Bible's  historical  reliability  and  the  distinctiveness  of

Israelite worship.

Related Passages

Romans 10:9 — Confession and belief for salvation 

John 3:16 — God's love and salvation 

Study Questions

How does God's holiness, as revealed in this verse, shape your understanding

of worship, obedience, and daily living?

In what ways does this verse deepen your appreciation for Christ's atoning

sacrifice and the seriousness of sin?

How does Christ's superior priesthood, prefigured in this verse, assure you of

access to God and effective intercession?

1. 

2. 

3. 

2



Interlinear Text

ר ֶ וכְפִ�
stead shall make the atonement

H3722

ן �ֹהֵ הַכ
And the priest

H3548

אֲשֶׁר
H834

ח יִמְשַׁ
whom he shall anoint

H4886

וֹ אֹת
H853

ר ואֲַֽשֶׁ
H834

�אֵ ימְַל
and whom he shall consecrate

H4390

אֶת
H853

וֹ ידָ
H3027

ן לכְהֵַ
to minister in the priest's office

H3547

חַת ַ ת�
H8478

יו אָבִ
in his father's

H1

שׁ ולְבַָ
and shall put on

H3847

אֶת
H853

י ב�גִדְֵ
clothes

H899

ד הַב�ָ
the linen

H906

י ב�גִדְֵ
clothes

H899

הַק�ֹֽדֶשׁ׃
even the holy

H6944

Additional Cross-References

Leviticus 16:4 (Holy):  He shall put on the holy linen coat, and he shall have the

linen breeches upon his flesh, and shall be girded with a linen girdle, and with the

linen mitre shall he be attired: these are holy garments; therefore shall he wash

his flesh in water, and so put them on.
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