
Leviticus 16:30
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

For on that day shall the priest make an atonement for you, to

cleanse you, that ye may be clean from all your sins before the

LORD. 

Analysis

For on that day shall the priest make an atonement for you, to cleanse you,

that ye may be clean from all your sins before the LORD.

This verse falls within the section on Day of Atonement. The most sacred day in

Israel's  calendar,  when  the  high  priest  entered  the  Holy  of  Holies  to  make

atonement for all Israel's sins.

The  Hebrew word  kaphar (ַָּפר� (כ  means  'to  cover'  or  'to  make  atonement.'  The

sacrificial system provided temporary covering for sin, pointing forward to Christ's

perfect, once-for-all sacrifice. The Aaronic priesthood mediated between God and

Israel, offering sacrifices and maintaining the tabernacle. This prefigured Christ's

superior priesthood after the order of Melchizedek. Ritual purity laws taught Israel

to  distinguish  between clean and unclean,  holy  and common,  training them in

discernment and reverence for God's presence. 

Hebrews 9-10 explains how Christ's once-for-all sacrifice supersedes the repeated

Levitical offerings, providing permanent cleansing from sin.

Historical Context

The most sacred day in Israel's calendar, when the high priest entered the Holy of

Holies to make atonement for all Israel's sins. The Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur)

described in chapter 16 became Israel's most sacred day. Only on this annual day
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could the high priest enter the Holy of Holies, making atonement for the entire

nation.  This  ceremony,  still  observed  in  Judaism,  found  ultimate  fulfillment  in

Christ's entrance into heaven itself (Hebrews 9:11-12). Israel received these laws

while encamped at Sinai, before entering Canaan. The laws prepared them for life

in  the  promised  land,  distinguishing  them  from  Canaanite  practices  and

establishing their identity as God's holy nation. The portable tabernacle, central to

Levitical  worship,  accompanied  them  through  wilderness  wanderings  and

eventually  found permanent  form in  Solomon's  temple.  Ancient  sacrificial  texts

from cultures surrounding Israel demonstrate the widespread practice of animal

sacrifice, but Israel's system uniquely emphasized moral atonement over magical

efficacy.

Related Passages

Psalm 19:1 — Heavens declare God's glory 

Colossians 1:16 — All things created through Christ 

Study Questions

In what ways does this verse deepen your appreciation for Christ's atoning

sacrifice and the seriousness of sin?

How does Christ's superior priesthood, prefigured in this verse, assure you of

access to God and effective intercession?

How can you develop greater spiritual discernment in distinguishing what

honors God from what defiles?

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Interlinear Text

�יִֽ כ
H3588

וֹם � ביַ
For on that day

H3117

ה ֶ� הַז
H2088

ר ֵ יכְפַ�
shall the priest make an atonement

H3722

ם עֲליֵכֶ
H5921

�׃ ת�טְִהָּֽרו
for you to cleanse

H2891

ם אֶתכְֶ
H853

�ֹל מִכ
H3605

ם אתיֵכֶ חַט�ֹ
from all your sins

H2403

י ֵ לפִנְ
before
H6440

ה ָּ יהְו
the LORD

H3068

�׃ ת�טְִהָּֽרו
for you to cleanse

H2891

Additional Cross-References

Jeremiah 33:8 (Sin): And I will cleanse them from all their iniquity, whereby they

have sinned against me; and I will pardon all their iniquities, whereby they have

sinned, and whereby they have transgressed against me.

Psalms 51:2 (Sin):  Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from

my sin.

Ephesians 5:26 (Parallel theme):  That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the

washing of water by the word,
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