
Leviticus 14:21
Authorized King James Version (KJV)

And if he be poor, and cannot get so much; then he shall take

one lamb for a trespass offering to be waved, to make an

atonement for him, and one tenth deal of fine flour mingled

with oil for a meat offering, and a log of oil; 

Analysis

And if he be poor, and cannot get so much; then he shall take one lamb for

a trespass offering to be waved, to make an atonement for him, and one

tenth deal of fine flour mingled with oil for a meat offering, and a log of

oil;

This verse falls within the section on Cleansing from Skin Diseases. Elaborate

cleansing ritual for healed lepers, involving birds, blood, and multiple offerings,

symbolizing restoration.

The  Hebrew word  kaphar (ַָּפר� (כ  means  'to  cover'  or  'to  make  atonement.'  The

sacrificial system provided temporary covering for sin, pointing forward to Christ's

perfect, once-for-all sacrifice. The five main offerings (burnt, grain, peace, sin, and

guilt) addressed different aspects of relationship with God, all fulfilled in Christ's

comprehensive sacrifice. 

Every sacrifice and ritual in Leviticus points forward to Jesus Christ, who fulfills

the entire sacrificial system as both perfect sacrifice and eternal high priest.
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Historical Context

Elaborate cleansing ritual for healed lepers, involving birds, blood, and multiple

offerings, symbolizing restoration. Chapters 11-15 address ritual purity, teaching

Israel  to  distinguish clean from unclean.  These laws served multiple  purposes:

promoting health, teaching spiritual lessons about sin's defilement, and separating

Israel  from pagan practices.  Archaeological  evidence  shows Canaanite  worship

involved practices  Israel's  laws explicitly  prohibited.  Israel  received these laws

while encamped at Sinai, before entering Canaan. The laws prepared them for life

in  the  promised  land,  distinguishing  them  from  Canaanite  practices  and

establishing their identity as God's holy nation. The portable tabernacle, central to

Levitical  worship,  accompanied  them  through  wilderness  wanderings  and

eventually found permanent form in Solomon's temple. Ancient texts like the Code

of Hammurabi show that law codes were common in the ancient Near East, but

biblical law uniquely grounded ethics in God's character rather than merely social

convention.

Related Passages

Matthew 25:31 — Final judgment 

Revelation 20:12 — Judgment according to deeds 

Genesis 1:1 — Creation of heavens and earth 

Colossians 1:16 — All things created through Christ 

Study Questions

In what ways does this verse deepen your appreciation for Christ's atoning

sacrifice and the seriousness of sin?

What does this verse teach about the costliness of true worship and

dedication to God?

How does this verse reveal God's character, and how should that revelation

shape your relationship with Him?

1. 

2. 

3. 
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Interlinear Text

ואְִם
H518

ל ַ� ד
And if he be poor

H1800

�א ו ה
H1931

ין ואְֵ
H369

ָּדוֹ י
and cannot get

H3027

מַשׂ�ֶגתֶ
H5381

לָּקַח ְ ו
so much then he shall take

H3947

בשֶׂ ֶ� כ
lamb
H3532

ד אֶחָּ
for him and one

H259

ם אָּשָּׁ
for a trespass offering

H817

ה �פָּ לתִנְו
to be waved

H8573

ר ֵ לכְפַ�
to make an atonement

H3722

יו עָּלָּ
H5921

וֹן ועְִשׂ�ָּר
tenth deal

H6241

לתֶ סֹ
of fine flour

H5560

ד אֶחָּ
for him and one

H259

�ל ו ב�ָּל
mingled

H1101

שָּֽׁמֶן׃
of oil
H8081

ה למְִנחְָּ
for a meat offering

H4503

ג ולְֹ
and a log

H3849

שָּֽׁמֶן׃
of oil
H8081

Additional Cross-References

Leviticus 5:7 (Sacrifice): And if he be not able to bring a lamb, then he shall bring

for his trespass, which he hath committed, two turtledoves, or two young pigeons,

unto the LORD; one for a sin offering, and the other for a burnt offering.

Leviticus 12:8 (Sacrifice): And if she be not able to bring a lamb, then she shall

bring two turtles, or two young pigeons; the one for the burnt offering, and the

other for a sin offering: and the priest shall make an atonement for her, and she

shall be clean.

Proverbs 17:5 (Parallel theme): Whoso mocketh the poor reproacheth his Maker:

and he that is glad at calamities shall not be unpunished.
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