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Purification After Childbirth

1 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,

2 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If a woman have conceived seed, and

born a man child: then she shall be unclean seven days; according to the days of the

separation for her infirmity shall she be unclean.

3 And in the eighth day the flesh of his foreskin shall be circumcised.

4 And she shall then continue in the blood of her purifying three and thirty days; she

shall touch no hallowed thing, nor come into the sanctuary, until the days of her

purifying be fulfilled.

5 But if  she bear a maid child,  then she shall  be unclean two weeks,  as  in  her

separation: and she shall continue in the blood of her purifying threescore and six

days.

6 And when the days of her purifying are fulfilled, for a son, or for a daughter, she

shall bring a lamb of the first year for a burnt offering, and a young pigeon, or a

turtledove, for a sin offering, unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation,

unto the priest:

7 Who shall offer it before the LORD, and make an atonement for her; and she shall

be cleansed from the issue of her blood. This is the law for her that hath born a male

or a female.

8 And if she be not able to bring a lamb, then she shall bring two turtles, or two

young pigeons; the one for the burnt offering, and the other for a sin offering: and

the priest shall make an atonement for her, and she shall be clean.
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HEBREW & GREEK WORD STUDIES

Blood — ָּם� ד (Dam)

Blood

The Hebrew dam (ָּם� —means blood (ד
representing life itself. 'The life of the flesh is in
the blood' (Leviticus 17:11), and blood was
required for atonement, foreshadowing Christ's
sacrifice.

Lamb — ֶׂבֶש� שֶׂה / כ (Seh / Kebes)

Lamb, young sheep

The Hebrew seh (שֶׂה) denotes a lamb—central to
Israel's sacrificial system. The Passover lamb's
blood protected Israel from judgment (Exodus
12), and Isaiah prophesied the Servant would be
'brought as a lamb to the slaughter' (Isaiah 53:7).

Law — ת�וֹרָּה (Torah)

Law, instruction

The Hebrew Torah (ת�וֹרָּה) means law or
instruction—God's revealed will for His people.
The Law includes moral, civil, and ceremonial
commandments, revealing God's character and
humanity's need for a Savior.

Lord — ָּי ָּה / אֲדֹנ יהְו (YHWH / Adonai)

The LORD / Lord

When 'LORD' appears in small capitals, it
represents the Tetragrammaton YHWH (ָּה ,(יהְו
God's personal covenant name meaning 'I AM.'
When 'Lord' appears normally, it's Adonai (ָּי ,(אֲדֹנ
meaning 'my Lord,' emphasizing sovereignty.

Priest — ֹהֵן� כ (Kohen)

Priest

The Hebrew kohen (ֹהֵן� denotes a priest—one (כ
who mediates between God and people through
sacrifices and intercession. Aaron and his
descendants served as Israel's priests,
foreshadowing Christ the Great High Priest.

Sin — חַט�ָּאת (Chatta'ah)

Sin, missing the mark

The Hebrew chatta'ah (חַט�ָּאת) means sin—
missing the mark of God's standard. It
encompasses rebellion, transgression, and falling
short of divine holiness.

CROSS REFERENCES

Leviticus 12:2 Parallel theme: Leviticus 15:19; 18:19; Job 14:4; 15:14; 25:4; Luke 2:22 

Leviticus 12:3 Parallel theme: Luke 1:59; 2:21 

Leviticus 12:6

Parallel theme: Luke 2:22. Sin: John 1:29; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Hebrews 7:26. Temple: Leviticus

15:29 

Leviticus 12:8 Sin: Leviticus 4:26; 5:7; 14:22. Sacrifice: Leviticus 1:14 
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